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There is need to build capacity in Indian states to
deal with external marketing and collaboration with
foreign sub-state partners, and act as foreign
bridge-builders. page 13

Delhi’s Air Quality Levels

The role of the built environment on variation in air
pollution levels in Delhi is examined to identify land
development strategies for reducing pollutant
concentration levels. page 19

Need for Participatory Innovation

The draft Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy,
2020 is a non-starter as a policy on innovation and needs
to be redrafted through adequate participatory and
collaborative processes. page 29

Understanding Mortality Variation

An investigation into the wide dispersion in COVID-19
fatality among India’s states shows that their health
expenditure is a key determinant of the effectiveness of
the public health system. page 36

Women in Gandhi’s Perspective

M K Gandhi’s ideas contributed a new discourse on
hegemonic masculinities that informed his perspective
of women and their position in society. page 44
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Development and the Neo-liberal Agenda EDITORIAL
10  This article focuses on the processes, mechanisms and legitimating ABonanza fo CAMQLANBUREAUOFMLVES
discourses used to roll out changes in legal structures and state policy COMMENT .
relating to land acquisition, “development” projects, and setting up of Whither Wesf Bengal? ? LU 48

business ventures. — Vasundhara Jairath

Centre—State Cooperation in Handling Foreign Affairs

13 Indian states engage with foreign countries on the rigorous logic of our
constitutional provision that foreign affairs is exclusively a “union” subject.
— Kishan S Rana

Democracy sans Demos Cannot Survive

16  Backsliding of democracy cannot be arrested by top-down notions such as a
Marshall Plan for Democracy or a Global Summit for Democracy, mooted by
the Western political leaders. — Satyendra Ranjan

Mainstreaming Built Environment for Air Pollution Management
19 The link between air quality levels and the built environment in Delhi

considering data within a 1 km buffer area of the air quality monitoring
stations is presented. — Deepty Jain, Smriti Bhatnagar, Vanshika Rathi,
Divyansh Sharma & Kamna Sachdeva

Neither Transformational, Nor National ‘
29  The draft Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy, 2020 is a non-starter as
a policy on innovation and calls for redrafting. — Dinesh Abrol

The Interstate Variation in Mortality from COVID-19 in India
36 Three different measures of the death rate show a strong relation to
health expenditure as a share of the gross domestic product but hardly
at all to public health infrastructure. — Pulapre Balakrishnan,
Sreenath K Namboodhiry

Researching Gandhi’s Ideas on Women
44 MK Gandhi’s perspective on women needs to be situated within his project

of structuring a new modernity for the emerging and evolving Indian nation,
and should be perceived through the lens of hegemonic masculinity.
— Sujata Patel

Women'’s Education and Declining Child Sex Ratios in India

52 Subdistrict-level data from the 2001 and 2011 Censuses and detailed data
on women’s education and fertility show that more-educated mothers have
fewer girl children than less-educated mothers, but that these girls are also
more likely to survive. — Pradeep Chhibber, Francesca R Jensenius &
Susan L Ostermann

Postscript

63 Mohammad Kamran Ahsan pays tribute to Jaspal Bhatti and Moin Akhter,
whose comedy showed the mirror to their hypocritical governments and
societies; Chethana V imagines going to court as a 12-year-old survivor of
sexual assault, in light of the Bombay High Court’s recent judgment;
Varsha Gopal on lessons from the covip-19-ridden us Open last year; and

Last Lines by Ponnappa. I
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Curbing Climate CThange ?
A framework identifies five pillars for a robust and
dynamic long-term strategy on climate change,
designed to assist the policymaker and include crucial
stakeholders in the decision-making process. page 12

Anxieties inJammu

Historically tracing the Jammu region’s relationship with
Kashmir, its anxieties from the abrupt changes after the
abrogation of Article 370, revoking the state’s special
constitutional status, are discussed. page 17

Effective Pandemic Policy

An analysis of policy mishaps in the context of COVID-19
finds how policies were vulnerable to multiple
entangled policy failure mechanisms, creating a
complex policy challenge. page 35

Bridging the Food Gap

The Food and Agriculture Organization’s food
security measurement standards lack data on
actual food consumption, a gap that needs to be
bridged globally. page 40

Gendered Desire and Development

Can the various assemblages that have been coded
through the variables of desire and gender in
contemporary Kerala be used as an index to interrogate
development paradigms? page 48 :
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What Is Stopping the Obvious?
10 Inmany developing countries, there are three high yet surmountable
regulatory obstacles facing renewable energy, of which the most interesting

block is the pricing framework. — Avinash Persaud -

India’s Long-term Strategy for Curbing Climate Change

12 Along-term strategy is needed to mitigate the processes in India that lead to
climate change including the crucial stakeholders in the decision-making
process, which will have important implications for policymaking.
— Karan Mangotra, Ritu Ahuja, Thomas Spencer & Will Hall

Reorganisation of J&K and Anxiety in Jammu: One Year After

17  Historically tracing the response of the Jammu region towards Article 370
and locating it in its relationship with Kashmir, the anxieties being felt in the
region after the changes in August 2019 are discussed. — Rekha Chowdhary

Impact of the Kerala Congress(M) on the Left Democratic Front
21 For the Left Democratic Front to benefit from the Kerala Congress(M)’s
entry into its fold, an extended harmonious partnership at the grassroots
level is necessary. — Dimpi V Divakaran

Central Administration of Identity Cards

24 Astreamlined and more organised form of administration of identity
cards is suggested here, with examples from across Indian states.
— Tarun Arora, Katie Pyle

How to Make Policies More Effective during a Pandemic

35 This article demonstrates that policy mishaps during covip-19 are the result
of not one, but several types of policy conundrums entangled with one another,
creating a complex policy challenge. — Mausumi Das, Sabyasachi Kar

Achieving Sustainable Healthy Food Systems

40 The Food and Agriculture Organization’s State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World report for 2020 needs but currently lacks the data on actual food
consumption. — Uma Lele, Sambuddha Goswami & Mesfin Mergia Mekonnen

Gendered Desire in Kerala
48 An effort is made towards writing the immaterial and intangible coordinates
of gendered sociality and connectivity into narratives of gender and
development that conventionally operate on premises of quantitativeness
and measurability within discourses of developmental economics.

— Meena T Pillai

Hostile Takeovers: A Comparative Analysis of India and the
United States

55 To be effective, the anti-takeover mechanisms in India should be practised
as a protectionist measure, and the takeover regulations must adopt a
lenient approach towards hostile takeovers, as in the United States.

— Mayank Kataria, Eshvar Girish
Theory and the Possibility of ‘Dalit Studies’

61  Aresponse to “The Impossibility of ‘Dalit Studies”™ by Ankit Kawade
(epw, 23 November 2019) — Saurabh Todariya
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Shades of Vulnerability

The shadow of governmental failures in pandemic
policymaking loomed large during the lockdown, with
the overlapping effects of class, caste and gender
determining people’s degree of vulnerability. page 12

A Conservative Congress

The Congress’s rightward shift in Kerala, evident from its
stance on Sabarimala, is consistent with its social
conservatism in the state and its softer postures towards
Hindutva more recently. page 16

Restoring the Commons

A reciprocity between social sciences and the concept of
the commons can redeem both, by sketching a wider,
diverse role for the commons and adding to the
imagination of democracy. page 37

Recycling of E-waste

Implementation of e-waste regulation in Moradabad'’s
recycling industry has been counterproductive, with the
push towards formalisation plagued by police control
and rent-seeking. page 44

Digital Empowerment of Handlooms

Ensuring self-driven and sustainable digital empowerment
in the handloom industry requires provision of
connectivity to be supplemented with training of
workers in productive uses of the internet. page 52

11
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Two Papers on Judicial Bias in India

10 Two papers studying bias in judicial decision-making in India using
large data sets shed light, in different ways, on the working of India’s
legal system. — Alok Prasanna Kumar .

Understanding the Matrix of Caste, Class and Gender

12 There is an evident link between the degree of vulnerability and
susceptibility of people falling prey to the ills of the lockdown and the
overlapping effects of class, caste and gender they belong to.
— Vatya Raina, Ananya

Countering the Left by Moving Rightwards

16  The palpable rightward shift of the Congress in Kerala, specifically
with regard to Sabarimala, is consistent with the conservative political
posturing that the party has for long articulated in the state.
— Sarath Sasikumar, Balu Sunilraj

Beleaguered Victim to Robust Warrior

21 Taking over the battered, backward state in the aftermath of the 1999
supercyclone, Naveen Patnaik has transformed Odisha by erecting and ensuring
a people-centric governance model. — Pralay Kanungo, Sitaram Kumbhar

Agricultural Reforms in India: Need for a Unique Model

25 While linking agriculture to private corporate sector can be part of the
agricultural reforms strategy, the thrust has to be on the cooperative
movement for storage, processing and marketing of agricultural products.
— Nitya Nanda

School Education in NEP 2020: The Underlying Framework

29 Released 34 years after the previous policy on education, the National
Education Policy, 2020 is framed in a context that is unrecognisable from that
of the past policies. — Jyoti Raina

Reinventing the Commons

37 The article makes a case for the reinvention in the social sciences of the
commons, which, in its diversity, seeks wisdom through a dialogue of
knowledges, moving beyond traditional “publics,” and “time.”
— Shiv Visvanathan

Formalisation Experience of E-waste Recyclers of Moradabad

44 A study of the Indian E-waste Management Rules and the recycling industry
of Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh reveals that the push towards formalisation has
not benefited either the industry or its workers. — Ankita Rastogi

Digital Empowerment and Indian Handlooms

52 This study explores the digital access and education initiatives in the
handloom clusters of India and attempts to arrive at policy interventions
for the sustainable digital empowerment of handloom workers.
— Bishakha Majumdar, Sriparna Basu & Shilpi Jain

Postscript

63 Jeny Rapheal on the need for teachers with intellectual humility; Sreenidhi
Krishnan on the phenomenon of soap-opera viewing and the popularity of
the genre; Ali Kirmani on the caste and family nepotism Sushant Singh
Rajput and Rohith Vemula faced in their lives and deaths; and Last Lines by
Ponnappa.
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Budget 2021

Eight articles evaluate questions related to growth and
fiscal dynamics in an economy that was already slowing
down before the pandemic, and assess allocations to
agriculture, manufacturing, and social sectors made in
the Union Budget 2021-22, presented against the
backdrop of macroeconomic uncertainty in an already
stressed fiscal space. pages 10-47

Taxing Petroleum Prices

The expectation that the low level of global crude prices
would benefit petroleum-product users has been belied
by the pre-emptive hikes in central and state
government taxes. page /74

Farm Size—Productivity Debat~

The farm size—productivity relationship five decades
after the green revolution indicates the inverse effect of
farm size on productivity at an aggregate level, but the
relationship varies across crops. page 57

Exclusion through Exclusivity

Women's involvement in community-level exclusive
platforms in the North East has, in fact, limited their
presence in common village-level institutions, thus
marginalising and excluding them. page 52
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The Erosion of Women’s Agency in North East India

52 The emergence of an exclusive strategy to marginalise women’s perspectives
within the larger context of sustainability, policy formulation, political
assertion, and ecological regeneration is examined. — Samhita Barooah

Farm Size and Productivity Debate in Indian Agriculture

57 From a policy perspective, larger farm size with a higher level of irrigation
intensity and input use can explain the higher productivity level and
variation in farm size and productivity relationship across states. — Raya Das

Wage Code and Rules

66 This paper examines some of the key reform measures undertaken in the
wage code and the implementation mechanism, as provided in the draft
wage rules, identifies shortcomings therein, and provides suggestions for
improvement. — Anoop Satpathy, Xavier Estupifian & Bikash K Malic

Taxing Petroleum Products

74  The central government has increased the taxes on petroleum products under
its control, thereby constraining the fiscal space for the state governments.
— D K Srivastava, Muralikrishna Bharadwaj, Tarrung Kapur & Ragini Trehan

Budget 2021-22
Eight articles discuss growth and fiscal dynamics and assess allocations to
agriculture, manufacturing, and social sectors made in the Union Budget 2021-22.

Fiscal Policy and Growth in a Post-COVID-19 World

10 What is the nature of India’s economic recovery from covip-19, and how
does the budget seek to balance fiscal support while reducing the deficit?
— Sajjid Chinoy, Toshi Jain

A Budget for Pandemic Times: Implementation Questions

16  While the budget for 202122 has tried to prioritise growth, there is considerable
risk from burgeoning deficits and the possible impact in price stability from
large liquidity infusion to facilitate government borrowing at low cost.
— M Govinda Rao

Union Budget 2021: The Macroeconomic Framework

20 When the monetary policy stance has limitations in triggering growth
through liquidity infusion and the status quo policy rates, “fiscal dominance”
is crucial for sustained growth recovery. — Lekha Chakraborty

A Budget amidst a Deepening Crisis: A Missed Opportunity

25 Despite the urgent need to invest in the social sector, the failure of the budget
for 202122 to allocate resources will be detrimental to the progress made in
the last two decades. — Himanshu

Green, but Not So Green: Agriculture and Sustainability

31 The pandemic, the climate crisis, and crisis in agriculture call for sustainable
solutions, which are acknowledged by n1T1 Aayog, but did not find a thrust in
the budget. — Srijit Mishra

Budget 2021-22 and the Manufacturing Sector

35 The growth rate of manufacturing value added has been declining
continuously since 2016-17 and become negative in 2019—20, while the
2021-22 budget has largely adopted the supply side corrective measures
in the form of increased capital expenditure on infrastructure.
— M Parameswaran
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