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Questioning Citizenship-based Taxation in Budget 2020

10 The proposal in the Finance Bill, 2020 to introduce taxation on the basis
of citizenship for those non-resident Indians who do not pay tax in their
countries of residence has proven to be controversial.
— Alok Prasanna Kumar

Human Sacrifice, Sentencing and the Death Penalty

12 The Supreme Court’s judgment in Ishwari Lal Yadav v State of Chhattisgarh
deviates from the principle of individualised sentencing and ignores evidence
on the complex anthropological and psychological dimensions of human
sacrifice. — Anup Surendranath, Neetika Vishwanath &
Preeti Pratishruti Dash

Sabka Vishwas Scheme: Settlement at the Cost of Equity

15  Sabka Vishwas Scheme is a dispute resolution-cum-amnesty scheme, with an
objective of generating revenue in the short term, that will reduce the taxable
capacity of the state and motivation towards compliance in the long run.
— Errol D’Souza, Astha Agarwalla

India’s ‘Three Pest Campaign’

18  Over the last few years, the central government has declared certain species
of wild animals as “vermin” in some states in an arbitrary manner without
any scientific assessments, thus allowing uncontrolled hunting of these
animals. — Ritwick Dutta

Intuitive Economics and the Outcome of an Operation
28 The contrasting history of hybrid versus “desi” breeds in agriculture as
opposed to animal husbandry illustrates how common people intuitively
know when to use difference and when to use division in cost-benefit |
analysis. — Milind Watve, Ojas S V \
\
Persistent Fiscal Deficits and Political Economy Transitions \
34 The impact of macroeconomic and political economy factors on India’s fiscal
deficit between 1978-79 and 2016-17—a period when the country witnessed
simultaneous economic and political structural transformations—has been
investigated in this study. — Amarendu Nandy, Abhisek Sur &
Santanu Kundu

Investments for Social Sustainability in India
42 The current status of social development perspective and the role
of government, corporate and social enterprises in delivering social

sustainability in India are examined. — Shubham Kumar, Tapas Kumar Giri

Who Is Afraid of Pakistan’s Aurat March?

49 The Aurat March of 2019 in Pakistan faced severe backlash from both
conservative as well as like-minded quarters, on account of some hard-hitting
slogans and jabs raised against prevalent masculinist social norms.

— Afiya Shehrbano Zia

Postscript

60 Abhishek Kumar on the relationships between things and ourselves that
we see in photographs; Kavya Srinivasan on the many different forms that
dissent can take; Harini Rajagopalan on how feminist art rejects the male
gaze; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Transformation in Manufacturing

An examination of the periods and industries in the
recent past that have seen a relatively better performance
of the organised manufacturing sector page 35

Corporate Tax Reductions

The latest corporate tax policy, which is based on
misplaced priorities, needs to be corrected in order to
contain the already rising inequality in the system and
prevent a few companies from benefiting. page 62

Dual Burden on Children

An analysis of wealth inequalities in child nutrition
shows that children from the poorest households in the
backward states suffer from the burden of the state
effect and the class effect. page 45

A Flawed Weave

Maharashtra has the largest number of power looms
in the country, but its industry has been subjected to
challenges from successive policies. page 17

To Remember or to Forget?

A resident of violence-hit Delhi finds that for the
privileged, life can go on easily in the face of what feels
like the end of the world. page 71
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Abolition of the Death Penalty: A Tough Road ahead for India
10 The retributive nature of our criminal justice system that attaches a lot of
importance to punishment is looked at through a critical lens.

— Anup Surendranath

Sounding the Battle Cry: Supreme Court on Women in the Army

12 The Supreme Court’s judgment of 17 February 2020, granting women
permanent commission in the army, has opened the doors for women to seek
benefits and status associated with seniority of rank. However, the idea of
women in the armed forces requires deeper engagement. — Smriti Singh

Davinder Singh’s Arrest: A Tale of Opacity and Impunity

14  Considering the Jammu and Kashmir police officer Davinder Singh’s alleged
links to the Parliament attack and Pulwama case, transparency in this regard
is necessary to ensure that questions of national security do not escape
democratic accountability. — Vappala Balachandran

Power Looms in Maharashtra: Old and New Crises \

17 The current crisis of the power loom sector in Maharashtra, the state which |
has the largest number of power looms in the country, is examined.
— Supriya RoyChowdhury

Digital Divide and the Aakash Tablet

27  The effectiveness of the Aakash tablet project, positioned by the Indian
government as a device to “bridge the digital divide,” is examined by surveying
different categories of users. — Ashu Bapna, Kunal Garg & Anurag Mehra

Long-run Performance of the Organised Manufacturing Sector
35 The Indian manufacturing sector has not increased its share in output or
employment along expected lines. The aggregate trends in this sector at the
3-digit level of the National Industrial Classification from 1983 to 2017 are

investigated here. — Amit Basole, Amay Narayan

[
Changing Wealth Inequalities in Child Nutrition in Indian States |
45 How have wealth inequalities in child nutrition changed in the major states |
of India between the last two rounds of the National Family Health Survey?
The temporal change in the likelihood of child stunting in the poorest
quintile of households vis-a-vis the richer quintiles is examined.
— Simantini Mukhopadhyay, Achin Chakraborty

Industrial Disputes in the Indian Textile Industry

53 An econometric analysis has been done to identify the causes of occurrences of

disputes, strikes, and lockouts in the Indian textile industry. — Meenu Saihjpal

Corporate Tax Reductions: Weak Analytical Foundation

62 The claim of sharp reduction in effective corporate tax rate does not, in fact,
represent any significant reduction in the tax burden that the companies bear
at present. — J Dennis Rajakumar, S L Shetty

Postscript

69 Sujit Kumar Mishra on the competitive market of beach towns like Puri
that force low-skilled vendors to continue in low-gain occupations;
Kaveri Mayra on how patriarchal and societal conditioning has prioritised
medicine over nursing and midwifery; Swati Daftuar on the privilege that
allows some lives to go on unaffected, while some others, elsewhere in the
same city, are in peril; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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