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STATE REVIEWS

BIHAR

Mineral Resources

Bihar is the principal holder of country's
pyrite resources and possesses 95% of resources.
The important mineral occurrences in Bihar are
limestone in Kaimur (Bhabhua), Monghyr and
Rohtas districts; mica in Nawada district; quartz/
silica sand in Bhagalpur, Jamui, Monghyr and
Nalanda districts; quartzite in Lakhisarai,
Monghyr and Nalanda districts; talc/soapstone/
steatite in Monghyr district. Besides, occurrences
and Rohtas districts;
china clay in Bhagalpur and Monghyr districts;

of bauxite in Monghyr

felspar in Gaya, Jamui and Monghyr districts;
fireclay in Bhagalpur and Purnea districts; gold
in Jamui district; granite in Bhagalpur, Gaya,
Jahanabad and Jamui districts; iron ore (hematite)
in Bhagalpur district; iron ore (magnetite) in Gaya
and Jamui districts; lead-zinc in Banka and
Rohtas districts and pyrites in Rohtas district are
reported (Tables - 1 and 2).

Exploration & Development

GSI carried out exploration for gold in
Korwadih, Jhajha and Jamui Districts. Details of
exploration activities conducted by GSI during
2012-13 are furnished in Table-3.

In 2011-12, ONGC conducted geo-physical
survey under which an expanse of 69.66 (GLKMK)

of 2D and 52.05(Sq.km) of 3D was covered.

Production

The value of mineral production in Bihar at
%145 crore in 2012-13 increased by about 2% over
the previous year. Minor minerals dominate the
value of mineral production contributing 87% of
the total value of mineral production in the state
followed by limestone with 12%, quartzite 1% and
a nominal contribution by quartz. The state
reported 12345 tonnes of sulphur production
registering an increase of 32% in the year under
review over the previous year. The production of
limestone increased by 12% and that of
quartzite decreased by 41% during 2012-13.
(Table-4).

The production value of minor minerals was
estimated at ¥125 crore for the year 2012-13.

The number of reporting mines in Bihar in

2012-13 was six same as in the previous year.

The index of mineral production in Bihar
(base 2004-05=100) was 224.3 in 2012-13 as

compared to 214.1 in the previous year.

Table — 2 : Reserves/Resources of Coal as on 1.4.2013 : Bihar

(In million tonnes)

Coalfield Proved

Indicated

Inferred Total

Total/Rajmahal

160.0 160.0

Source: Coal Directory of India, 2012-13
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Table — 3 : Details of Exploration Activities in Bihar, 2012-13

Agency/ Location Mapping Drilling
Mineral/ Sampling Remarks
District Scale Area No. of  Meterage (No.) Reserves/Resources estimated
(sq km) boreholes
GSI
Gold
Jamui Korwadih & 1: 12,500 30.0 - - 350 Reconnaissance stage (G4) investi-
Jhajha area 1: 1.000 1.0 gation was carried out to search
’ for gold mineralisation for targeting
potential block.The area forms the
northern continuity of Kaimaha area
where gold rush has been reported in
1982. Based on available infor-
mation, two sectors (west of
Korwadih & Jhajha sections) have
been identified. The litho units
exposed in the area are amphibilite,
banded ferruginous quartzite,
micaceous quartzite, garnetiferous
quartz-mica schist, porphyritic
granite, biotite granite, leucogranite,
pegmatites and quartz veins. Sulphide
mineralisation in the form of
disseminated specks and stringers of
pyrite, specks of chalcopyrite,
arsenopyrite have been recorded in
banded ferruginous quartzite.
Detailed geochemical sampling on
100 x 500 m grid pattern has
been carried out. BRS samples
are collected. In addition to this
100 cu. m of pitting/trenching
coupled with collection of PTS
samples were accomplished. The
work has been completed.
Table — 4 : Mineral Production in Bihar, 2010-11 to 2012-13
(Excluding Atomic Minerals)
(Value in ¥'000)
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 (P)
Mineral Unit
No. of  Quantity Value No. of Quantity Value No. of Quantity  Value
mines mines mines
All Minerals 10 3461179 6 1414481 6 1446295
Limestone '000t 5 872 292511 2 507 142686 2 567 172447
Mica (crude) t 1 - - 1 - - 1 - -
Mica (waste &

Scrap)* t - 1459 - - 4632 - - 2535 -
Quartz t - - - - - - 1 8997 2555
Quartzite t 3 62767 26855 3 35707 16895 2 21147 16393
Talc/soapstone/steatite  t 1 2948 513 - - - - - -
Sulphur# t - 8353 - - 9329 - - 12345 -
Minor Minerals @ - - 3141300 - - 1254900 - - 1254900

Note: The number of mines excludes minor minerals.

* Includes mine waste obtained while dressing of crude mica.

# Recovered as by-product from oil refinery.

@ Figures for earlier years have been repeated as estimates, wherever necessary, because of non-receipt of data.
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Mineral-based Industry
The existing large and medium-scale
mineral-based industries in the organised  capacities are given in Table - 5.

sector in the State with their total installed

Table — 5 : Principal Mineral-based Industries in Bihar

Industry/plant Capacity (‘000 tpy)

Cement
Kalyanpur Cements Ltd, Banjari,
Dist. Rohtas. 1000

Nirman Cement Ltd, Behtta,
Dist. Patna. 100

Fertilizer

Harabhara Fertilizer,

Dhanukagra. 9.8 (NPK)
Foundry

Bharat Wagon & Engg. Co. Ltd, NA
Muzaffarpur.

Petroleum Refinery
Indian Oil Corporation,
Barauni. 6000







