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UTTARAKHAND

Mineral Resources
Important minerals that are found to occur in

the State are high-grade limestone in Almora,

Bageshwar, Dehradun, Nainital, Pauri-Garhwal,

Pithoragarh & Tehri-Garhwal districts; magnesite

and steatite in Almora, Bageshwar, Chamoli &

Pithoragarh districts; and tungsten in Almora district.

Other  minerals that occur in the State are

asbestos in Chamoli district; barytes and marble in

Dehradun district; copper in Almora, Dehradun &

Pithoragarh districts;  dolomite in Dehradun, Nainital

and Tehri-Garhwal districts; graphite in Almora

district; gypsum in Dehradun, Pauri-Garhwal & Tehri-

Garhwal districts; lead-zinc and silver in  Dehradun

& Pithoragarh districts; and  rock phosphate in

Dehradun & Tehri-Garhwal districts (Table - 1).

Exploration and Development
GSI carried out exploration for gold around

villages of Rudraprayag  during 2012-13. Details

of exploration are furnished in Table-2.

Production
The  produc t ion  va lue  of  minera l s  in

Uttarakhand at L85 crore in 2012-13 decreased by

8% as compared to the previous year. Uttarakhand

was the second leading producer of magnesite and

steatite contributing 25% and 10% in the total

output of the respective minerals in country.

During the year under review, 16% decrease in

production was observed in case of magnesite and

39% for steati te as compared to that of the

previous year (Table-3).

The production value of minor minerals

was estimated at L64 crore for the year 2012-13.

The number of reporting mines in Uttarakhand

in  2012-13 was 32 as against 37 in the previous year.

The  index  of  minera l  p roduc t ion  in

Uttarakhand (base 2004-05=100) was 94.6 in

2012-13 as compared to 137.7 in the previous year.

Mineral-based Industry
The impor tan t  medium and la rge-sca le

minera l -based  indus t r ies  in  the  Organised

Sector  in the State are given in Table- 4.

Table – 2 : Details of  Exploration Activities in Uttarakhand, 2012-13

Agency/ Location
Mapping     Drilling

Remarks
Mineral/ Scale Area No. of Meterage Sampling Reserves/Resources estimated
District (sq km) boreholes

GSI

Gold

Rudraprayag Chopra- - - - - -

Bhatwari  areas

Reconnaissance stage investigation
(G-4) was carried out for gold and
associated mineralisation within
Garhwal  Group  to delineate the mineral
potentiality of the area. The area
comprises meta-volcano sedimentary
sequence of Garhwal Group represented
by quartz mica schist, chlorite schist,
granite gneiss with interbands of mica
schist, carbonaceous  phyllite,  dolo-
mitic  marble,  and  quartzite. Small old
workings, retorts and slag have been
recorded in Jagtoli and Agar areas. The
sulphide mineralisation is manifested
by occurrence of pyrite, chalcopyrite
with few bornite specks. Dolomitic
marble bands with sulphide bearing
quartz-calcite veins have been
delineated for a strike length of 500 m
with width varying from 10-15 m.
Analytical values of Au are <50 ppb,
while Cu ranges from 193 ppm to
0.96%. Two feeble mineralised zones
of copper have been delineated in
Jagtoli-Agar area. The investigation
has been completed.
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Table – 3 : Mineral Production in  Uttarakhand, 2010-11 to 2012-13

(Excluding Atomic Minerals)

(Value in L'000)

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 (P)

Mineral Unit No. of Qty Value No. of Qty Value No. of Qty Value

mines mines mines

All Minerals 40 882009 37 922935 32 849296

  Dolomite t - 96 9 - 153 15 - - -

  Magnesite t 2 58341 74750 2 62373 78943 2 52369 67939

  Steatite/talc/soapstone t 38 172137 170883 35 160511 207610 30 98207 144990

  Minor Minerals@ - - 636367 - - 636367 - - 636367

Note: The number of mines excludes minor minerals.

@ Figures for earlier years have been repeated as estimates because of non-receipt of data.

Table – 4: Principal Mineral-based Industries in Uttarakhand

Industry/plant Capacity ( '000 tpy)

DBM

Almora Magnesite Ltd, Matela,

Dist. Bageshwar. 2 4

Himalayan Hostambe,

Pi thoragarh . 20 (DBM)

3 (Calcined magnesite)

Magnesite & Minerals Ltd,

Pi thoragarh . 4 5

Orissa Industries Ltd, Chandak,

Pi thoragarh . 4 5

G l a s s

Hindustan National Glass & Industries Ltd, 340  TPD

Rishikesh.


