gad s
ON WITH THE JOB

TS JERR
KHANIJ SAMACHAR
Vol. 7, No-9
(As appeared in National/Local Newspapers Received in Central Library, IBM,
Nagpur)

The Central Library, IBM, Nagpur is providing the Classified Mineral News
Service since many years on monthly basis in print form. To expand this service to
the IBM Offices all over India i.e. H.Q., Zonal & Regional Offices and to take a call of
time, the Controller General, IBM desired to make this service online on fortnightly
basis. The library officials made sincere efforts to make it successful. This is the 9t
issue of Volume 7 for the service named Khanij Samachar for the period from 1st —
15" May, 2023 .The previous issue of Khanij Samachar Vol. 7, No. 8 , 16th -30t
APRIL 2023 is already uploaded on IBM Website www.ibm.gov.in .

In continuation of this it is requested that the mineral related news appeared
in the Local News Papers of different areas can be sent to Central Library via email
ibmcentrallibrary@gmail.com (scanned copy) so that it can be incorporated in the

future issues to give the maximum coverage of mining and mineral related
information on Pan India basis.

All are requested to give wide publicity to it and it will be highly appreciated
if the valuable feedback is reciprocated to above email.

Mrs. R. S. Wakode
Assistant Library & Information Officer
Central Library
ibmcentrallibrary@gmail.com
0712-2562847
Ext. 1210, 1206


http://www.ibm.gov.in/
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ore to leave behind pure iron; hy- While you can't replace coke  nace for four days. The

Tata Steel’s experiment grabs attention

WAR ON CARBON. Indian steel maker inches closer to running blast furnaces with significant amount of hydrogen in place of coke '

drogen does just the same, but with  with in a blast furnace,  has “added to our , says
gas emissions. The  youcan apartofit,andkeep . “We know what to
isthattheworld  increasing that part till you cannot  look for, sensors to use, what
has invested billions of dollars in  do it any more — that is, until the wﬂlwork,mdwhntwdlnotwork.
to I stability t anun- He stresses that the safety issues
Tata Steel, told Q The ex- ke steel. avoidable issue. are equally important. Hydrogen,
peri d Blast furnaces don’t care how Tata Steel the global which can catch fire, must be
amounts of data”, he said, little iron there is in the ore, soyou  steel industry) that theway  handled with care. Tata Steel has
that it graduated “from can use low-grade ores (which'are  forward is to replace as much coke learned to check for leaks ‘he-
paper toreal life”. inant in India). But putting s possible with hydrogen (prefer- lium. During the experi cap! i
Given the grave concerns over into blast furnaces is  ably,green )anddealwith  was no safety-related incident. Atzeuut.m&eelhu
Mmmm with difficulties. Hydrogen  the attendant dioxide emis- Tata Steel is currently data plantin The Netherlands,but Bhat-|
external energy (endo-  sions other means, suchas  crunching— henceitdoesnotwish  tacharjee that the
genhas become the holy grail ofthe  thermic) and the reactions i fixing the gas in some useful com- o give out more details, but once wllllmtg:t em
steel B according to  the blast furnace are very di pound or burying it underground. is mastered, it is  inIndia thatisf the size
the International Energy ,  leading to issues of structural sta possible to replace a fifth of the theoneinThe
enhedmz.solfi'l’l:“onmm.or md(:wmwun Am.;:du. roheu::lo(gy-uhhygriqen.nh i
about 7 per cent global emis- electric arc furnace, Tata superlmmmuigniﬁc earnt that the global steel industry - o
dmompunhomeguﬁm these require high-grade ores.) ant step in that direction hnsbecnukh)gtheeompuyfu 'tﬂn#w ¢
usein 2020. “As long as you have blast fur-  for the first time, this g of more details about th i " Do send your comments to
%immy.cmm naces, you would need coke,” says lrydmgvn(thm@:mm)hu Meanwhile, Tata Steel s also ex- quantum@thehindu.co.in
- . rsratd A Jaan iniactad inta a live hlaer fir-  nerimenting with other furnace »
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Now, Russia emerges as top supplier of pulverised coal

Abhishek Law
New Delhi

Russia has emerged as the top sup-
plier of pulverised coal to Indian

steel mills, displacing Australia as

the key supply nation.
From September, barring Janu-

ary, Russian suppliers continued to

ship large amounts to India, as sanc-
tions closed down key European
markets and Indian mills explored
cheaper alternatives to costly Aus-
tralian coking coal and PCI
supplies.

In the September 2022 to Febru-
ary 2023 period, Russia exported 3.6
million tonnes (mt) of PCI to India,
20 per cent more than Australian
supplies of 3 mt for the month.

Indian steel mills opted for sup- -

plies from Russia for blending pur-
poses given the relatively lower spot
prices of the commodity from the
country.

Pulverised coal is an important
auxiliary fuel used in the blast fur-
nace.

Pulverised coal injection is a pro-
cess that involves injecting large

GOI.DIN OPPORTUNITY. From
September, Russia started shipping
large amounts to India, as sanctions
shut European markets and India
explored cheaper alternatives

volumes of fine coal particles into
the blast furnace. It provides auxili-
ary fuel for partial coke
replacement

" INCREASE ﬂlNCE SEPTEMBER

In February 2023, Russian PCI ship-
ments into India stood at 7.55 mt,
31 per cent more than Australian 5.8
mt; while in December, Russian ex-
ports were 7.6 mt, 125 per cent
higher than Australian shipment of

* 3.4 mt. In November, there was a

similar trend with Russian supply
being 30 per cent-odd higher (6 mt
vs 4.7 mt); in October (6.7 mt
versus 6.3 mt) and September (71
mt vs 5.6 mt), supplies coming in

ffrqm Russia were 6 per cent and 25

cent higher than Australian
pments respectively, data from

Indla s Ministry of Commerce and  mt for 11 months of FY22.

S&P, Global Commodity Insights On the other hand, supplies from

show, Singapore increased 200 per cent y-

. For the April 2022-February 2023  o-y to 0.6 mt for April - February

period, pulverized coal imported to  period.

Indfa from Russia was just 0.6 mt Against this, supplies from Aus-

lower than Australia. tralia dipped 32 per cent y-o-yt0 5.3
Imports from Russia was 4.7 mt, —mt.

against 5.3 mt from Aus- R REAL A

tralia.

However, Russia and
Singapore together sup-
plied 5.6 mt of PCI,
higher than Australia.

According to Keith
Tan, Associate Regional |,
Director, Asia Metals
Pricing, S&P Global '
Commodity ts, the
Russian PCI adds to the
options that Indian
steelmakers have other

" users an advantage in terms of

‘months of FY23to 4.7 mt, from 2.1

than Australian coals. “Having a
more limited pool of potential buy-
ers, it is often also sold at competit-
ive prices, and so stands to give

lowering costs,” he said. -
Data show Russian PCI supphes
increased 124 per cent y-o-y for 11
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Govt alms‘ ims 1hn tenn' ¥ -oa"l' prod’ m“
4 .‘, ] o ,"] ;m i, 18 ‘f‘ $
-mwm d TheMisistrybas alteadv ' tometm“' -
has also formulated ; taken ousstepstoincreasethe  zation plan for FY 2023- 2401?33
“a strategy to enhance - coal productionandefficiencylike  50,118.61 crore, " the Ministry said.
koL mining developers cum operators DuringFY23, ﬁfemhttydgned
- Coking availability (MDO) for the operationalization  agreements for a total of 23 coal
_in the country to - . of CIL (Coal India) mines/blocks.  mines having cumulative PRC of
reduce imports and production in discontin- ' 33.224 MTPA and these mines are
‘ s 'ued/abandoned mines on the rev- expected to generate an annual
NEWDELH! Mnya(m) ven_}l';sharlng B L soun revenue of Rs 4,700.80 crore cal-
e Ministry ormulat- culated at PRC (peak rated capac-
INAfirst, theCoalMinistryhasset _ ed a strategy to enhance coking ity). These mingea:e ‘expected to
an ambitious target of 1 billion  coal availability in the countryto ~ provide both direct and indirect
tonne coal production during 2023- reduce imports. Coal companies employment to 44,906 people.
24underits Action Plan' for the sec- along with the ministry has taken ' Considering the good response
‘tor and a capex target of Rs 21 030 various measures to achieve the  receivedforthesixthround ofcom-
crore for its PSUs, objecdve of supply of quality coal  mercial auctions, itisexpected that
Inastatement, the Ministrysaid . to all consumers. 25 coalmineswillbeallocated dur-
it has conceptualized the Action . Forundertakingthejob ofsam-  ing 2023-24 for . commercial
Plan for FY24 with the goal of * plingand analysis of coal samples 'mlning.
achieving Aatmanirbhar Bharat by atloadfngmd, thirdpartysampling ' In consultation with Ministry of
. enhancing the production, effi- agencieshavebeenempanelledfor  Railways, the Coal Ministry said it
ciency, , new tech- both power and non-power coal ' isclosely monitoring the new rail-
‘nologies etc in the coal sector. consumers. way line projects that are critical
“Itis an ambitious, well-crafted ~~  “The capex target for FY2disRs for coal evacuation and is under-
roadmap that covers a variety of 21.030 crore with CIL Rs 16,500 taking mapping of coal sector on
areas including a total coal pro- ' crore, NLCIL Rs 2,880 crore and NMP and. use of Dashboards
ducuonmgetofmlszorzoza- SCCL Rs 1650 crore. The overall  onNMP
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London: Copper prices ticked
higher on Thursday after the U9
central bank signalled a pause orf
rate hikes, but gains were
subdued as investors worried
about demand in China.
Three-month copper on the
LME advanced 1 per cent to
$8,555 atonne in official :
open-outcry trading, breaking
two sessions of losses. reuters

§ Pﬁ;mewasabout 10percent

Steel priéeS‘ drop first time since J anuaryon
Weak global cues, slowdown in domestic buymg

_‘,.,ﬂu\a ﬂrﬁ #

P

MAJOR DROP. Import worries resurface with trade
on deals that are lower than overseasanddomestlc p

fers for overseas orders)

dropped 4 per cent to $684 per
tonne from $711 per tonne,a  for buying at $665 per tonne.
monthago. Both prices are

lower than the previous over-
IMPORT WORRIES seas price and current do-
Import worries have re-sur-  mesticmarketprice.
faced, trade sources told busi- The anticipated revival in
nessline. A SteelMint segment demand has

statedtlntlndlantmdexsm

at around 360,000 per tonne
(up %200 per tonne) before
falling by 200 per tonne to
settle at ¥59,800 per tonne
over the nexttwoweeks. Inthe
case of rebar, the drop was
%600 per tonne to 359,600 per
tonne around the second week
of April and slid another 300
per tonne to settle at 59,300
per tonne in the fifth week of
April. Price hikes by Indian
mills were also reversed since
demand remained volatile.
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tonnes (mt), as per provisional
numbers available with

(Aptil! m‘S’S" aﬁ lmr. In
M

.812mt.
- Global M.m still

3 : _'ﬁvr k&»

month saw a sp:lw,lma

ports were up 38 per centona
YoY basis to 0.46 mt (against

f of non

the mmuéemQZmanofﬂn
SaeelMinmxAsagunstm ,

calendxyeap(‘hemldbam—
nas!ine

W
was 0.767 upm ‘cent-
odd YoY a P'g.ntse—

g . On the other
. mmwmm

exports increased 29 :
(conmdexmgabwhasem

‘ YoYmd#pereentnpﬁme

Mmhm

count ﬁarm of wo:sw
onthe other hand, in'porr |

‘steel saw a 46

pbrcentj\\mpYoYmOMmt. ,

.’mmh:edalmoxﬂat.!ncasek
- of non-alloyed and stainless

steel rt, there was 27 per

cent rise YoY and 21 per cent

- rise month-on-month (over
March)t00.167m
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Poor demand lowers coal price to Rs 4,000/tonne

B In April-May 2022,
thermal coal prices
were trading in the
range of Rs 12,000 to
Rs 15,000 per tonne
(including taxes)
M However, it has now .~

~comedowninthe
range of Rs 4,000t0- =

Rs 60m mr tonne LR
(including taxes)

CONDITIONS atdomesticand
international markets seem to
have swung in favour of coal
consumers as the co ity
is showing considerable drop
in the prices. From its peak in
therecentpast, coal prices have
R ABri My 2003 hesna
pril-May 2022, the
coal prices were trading ﬁ’?he
range of Rs 12,000 to Rs 15,000
per tonne (including taxes).
However, it has now come

3

widening the gap between
demand and supply.

It is important to note that
in the post pandemic phase,
coal had witnessed sudden
demand and the prices hit the
roof. In the last season, the
- Russia-Ukraine war had also

impacted the coal supply sce-

- nario due to which the prices
went up manifold. Power gen-
erating companies, steel man-
ufacturers and other con-

~ sumers were worst affected

Ll

are not lifting the commodity -
ok R o R U R 2

“demand which is further

duringthe period. Butnow, the
. : e — market is witnessing enough
down in the range of  totheircapacity. On the other supply of coal. '

- Rs4,000to Rs 6,000 per tonne  hand, enough coal is available The miners are dumping
(including taxes). The prices i the international markets, ough quantities of coal in
are ex mine, - Many coal producing coun-  the market.

Rajendra Bansal, General triesarealsopushingthe com- - Inthemeanwhile, city-based
Secretary of Central India Coal modity in the markets which - coal miner Western Coalfields
Dealers’ Association, attrib-  has increased the availability Limited (WCL)isall set to auc-
utedthepricedroptothepoor  of coal,” he explained, tionabout2.25lakh tonne coal
demand for the commodity. Powergencosandsteelman-  on Friday. According to mar-

“Thereisaslowdowninthe  ufacturers, whoaremajorcon- ket experts, the commodity is
marketduetowhich theindus- sumers of coal, are likelytoseeaprice range of Rs

rial ¢ coal consumers  also witnessing a drop in 3,500 to Rs 4,500 per tonne

(including Govt levy).
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