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Lithium prices may come under more pressure

I

| 'Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennai

 Prices of lithium, a critical

metal used in batteries of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs), will likely
rule below seen in

prices are ruling at 91,323
Chinese yuan ($12,574.42) a
| tonne and rates of lithium hy-

| droxide — also

also battery-grade
—uss 030ymn ($11,432.54)

expanding global lithium

ply that has pushed the aué":
ium market into “We
forecast Chinese li car-
bonate 99.5 per cent to aver-
;geSlS,SOO/wnnemZOﬂand

IOMMTN.Thecrlticalmetal’spﬂcshavedropped by
over 5 per cent since the beginning of 2024 reuters

RISING SUPPLIES. Market turns surplus as ramp-up of new production outpaces demand growth

I

Lithium global demand-
supply outlook”

Demand 1,001 1,219 1419

swing, The AOCE said global = mine from announced
lithium supply is projected to  projects will meet only 50 per
keep pace with rising  centoflithium requirements.
detmnd,mwidlamb' le project In the longer term, lithium
i pricesarelikelytobeimpacted
A%(Ezsddfmmﬁm cers (such as Australia and by umvahte:xyns in
to - and China, the gm)aswellas chemistries, including the
new supply out- emerging option of batteries either
x“sﬂmnd growth over  (such \ i without lithium or those that
the past two years. “Together ~ Zimbabwe). require a reduced amount of
with an inventory overhang in BMI concurred with the  lithium,said BML
the downstream sector (eg. ' view that the increase in lith- AOCE concurred that from
battery cells, cathodes) anda ium supply, driven by 2026,  alternate’
correction of overly steep  producers, s likely to fur- chemistries could put pres-
price rises in 2021-2022, this  ther price growth, sure on lithium-ion EV batter-
uced downward pressure lid:iummarhetforeastmm ies, resultingin afallin lithium
onprices,”it said. main in surplus prices for the rest of the out-
BMlsaidasignificantrisein  2025. It said demand for lith- ~ look
jum production in 2023, jum chemicals for use in EV Additionally, faster-than-
zdlrredmlz&pmdm ;l;; batteries will  be — anticipated advancement in
aging Director, Chief Scientist ts downside risks to
mand, pushed themarketinto  and Professor at Mineral Sys- ~  lithium prices by significantly
surplus.  Prices declined  tem and Geology, wrote on the sustainable
throughout 2023, retumningto  Linkedin that the second  lithium supply, BMIsaid.

quarter of 2024 has seen signi-
ficant strategic movements
and investments in the lith-
ium market, with varying de-
greesof progressacross differ-
ent regions. While some

production and capacity ex-
pansion, he said.
IEA said the anticipated
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Mlthun Dasgupta
Kolkata

Smne—run coal miner Coal In-
dia’s n grew by 7.9
per cent year-on-year (y-0-y)
to 189.3 million\tonnes (mt)

Monday CIL said it exceeded
the production target of 189.2
mt for the first quarter,
achieving 100 - per cent
satisfaction.

“While all the seven produ-
cing arms of CIL achieved
positive growth, five of them

ive targets,” it said.

' have breached their respect-

While Mahanadi Coalfields

 (MCL) witnessed 12.5 per

cent y-o-y growth.in produc-
tion to 51.8 mt during
QIFY25, South Eastern
Coalfields (SECL)‘s output
gtew06percenty-o-yto42
mt in the period. Northern
Coalfields (NCL)’s produc-
tion stood at 35.8 mt, a 3.7 per
cent growth. And, Eastern
Coalfields (ECL) witnessed
an 18.9 per centy-o-yriseinits
production to 11.7 mt during
the period, according to a
stock exchangefiling.

Coal India’s output for

June increased to 63.1 mt,

growing by 8.9 per cent y-o-y
over last s June when it
had produced 58 mt.

“On the back of a strong
production growth and in-

Coal India’s output grows 7. 9% to 189 mt in Q1

creased coal loading, CIL’s
total supplies shot up to 198.4
mt during April-June 2024,2 6
per cent year-on-year growth.
The increase of 11.4 mt in ab-
solute numbers came over a
high base of 187 mt,” the
statement said.

At a time when the power
demand in the country s spik-
ing, CIL’s supplies to coal-
fired plants grew by 4 per cent
to 160 mt during Q1FY25,
marking a y-o-y increase of 6
mt. CILs offtake to thermal
power plants was 154 mt in
the same period of FY24.

During QIFY2S, the coal .

behemoth’s supplies to. the
non-power sector stood at

38.4 mt, logging a 16 per cent

" y-o-y growth, which was an

all-time high for the first

mt.

~ end of the first quarter FY25,
. 40 per cent higher than 58 mt

qtmtterof to date.
Tlussectorwassupphed33

mt in April-June, 2023. The
growth for June 2024 alone
was 23 per cent y-0-y at 134

SUFFICIENT BUFFER
“Coal inventory at CILs pit-
heads stood at 81.5 mt at the

for the comparative period of
last year, providing sufficient
buffer to meet any sudden
gush in demand,” the state-
ment said.

Total average coal loading
registered a healthy double di-
git growth of 10.3 per cent y-
o-y at 367.2 rakes per day. For
the comparative period of last
fiscal, the figure was 333.
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Abl\lshek Law
’ New Delhi
: The Steel Mxmstry is looking
' todiversify its sourcing of cok-
I coal, with Russia and Mon-
‘ gmogila identified as key new
markets, while plans are un-
derway to establish the coun-
try’s own mechanism for de-
termining coking coal prices
and anindex.

India, the world’s seoond—
largest steelmaker, is the
laxgest importer of coking

coal. Australia accounts for 70
per centof supplies.

After discussions with in-
dustry on Monday, it has been
decided that trial runs for two
shipments of coking coal from
Mongolia — around 3 lakh
tonnes — will be considered
over the next three-to-six
months, senior officials who

businessline. - The Trans-

Under consideration is the ~ have been criticised as “sub- Mongolia is a landlocked
“one nation, one buying” of  jective.” Another criticism is  nation and shares borders
coking coal, on the lines of Ja- that liquidity in the spot mar-  with China and Russia. India
. panand China. Theindustryis ket is as low as 4-6 per cent,  will seek alternative routes to

r yettocomeonboard. and this small quantity de-  China, including tapping the

“Some points relate to se-  termines the price, especially  Vladivostock-Che mm route,

curing coking coal by tapping  inIndia. to secure coal. ¢ route
geographies,anddeterm-  Deals between certain coal ~ through China has to be
Lhﬂngthenglnpnceforoolqng suppliers and their sistertrad-  avoided,”saidasource. /

took part in the meetings told -

 India explores new sources of coking
coal, plans own pncmg mechamsm

India is the largest importer of
coking coal. Australia accounts
for 70 per cent of supplies

coal. Tapping Mongolia for

supplies and having own price
mechanism are being con-

sidered for immediate imple-
mentation,” a person present
inthe meetingsaid.

PRICE INDEX

One point that came up, was
the need to have a “more real-
istic” price discovery mechan-
ism for coking coal.

India does not have its price
discovery mechanism and fol-
lows two global indexes —
Platts and Argus. These two

ing companies, or trader-to-
trader bids and offers, get re-
gistered in the global indexes,
thereby impacting the discov-
ery mechanism, including

coking coal
prices were in the $150-170/
tonne range in 2021 and 2022,
shot up to the $350/tonne
range in 2023. In 2024, prices
have been hovering in the
$250/tonne range. “We could
look at a cost and freight ap-
proach in determining price
instead of free-on-board price
mechanisms,” an industry
participant said.
THE CATCH
At the meeting, it was also de-
cided that Mongolia would be
tapped for coking coal. A team
comprising officials from the
Ministry and industry repres-
entatives will soon visit the
Central Asian nation to work
out logistics and see if addi-
tional investments are re-
quired tobe made there ornot.







g since ‘then,

The long-term chart sug-
gests that the price band of
¥835-845 is a potential de-
mand zone.

Considering this, alo
with the broader tren%
which is bullish, there is a
good chance copper futures
will rebound from here.

If such a move occurs,
the contract could touch
%915 in the short-term.

A breach of this level can
take the contract up to
950. On the other hand, if

the downswing continues,

closing at 84575 on
Monday.
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p-lossatT828

Return 18% k
perky -

Jul 03,23

Julo01,24

the contract could ' ap-
proach!‘soo a strong sup-

Notable support below
%800 is at f760

TRADING STRATEGY

Copper futures is trading

near a support, so traders
can consider buying at
%840. Place stop-loss at
3828.

When the contract rises
past 3875, alter the stop-
Toss to 855, .

On a rally to %900,
tighten the stop-loss to
885. Book profits at ¥915.

4

July futures if they
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Aluminium: B

topI235

Return 17.7%

bl. research bureau

Al:lmlmnm ?ﬁm on the
Multi Commodity Exchange
(MCX) have been tracing a

sideways trend for a little
over two weeks. The July

mbe‘f:ge of T228

hile the u‘ehﬁas been
bearish since the final week
of May, the consolidation
has put a stop to  the down-

Hawever, the sideways
movement by itself is not a
sign of a bullish reversal. But
this increases { nces

That said, the confirma-
tion can be the breakout of
%235, which is also a resist-
ance. A move past ¥235 can

resultina to ¥250. The
price regi % %250
and !255 is a resistance

band.

On the other hand, if alu-
minium futures slip below
%225, it can open the door
foradeclinew!’zlo a sup-

port. Subsequent support is
at¥200.

TRADE STRATEGY
We recommended going
short on July aluminium fu-
tures at ¥229 last week. Exit
this trade since the down-
trendisdv buymgmomemm
Consider buying July fu-
tures if it crosses the barrier
at¥235. Targetand stop-loss
can be 250 and 228,
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Cement volume growth may
stay muted at 3% in Q1: ICRA

0||r Bureau
Mumbai

Rating agency ICRA expects cement volume

in the June quarter to remain muted at

2-3 per cent year-on-year due to a slowdown in

construction activities because of the general
elections.

However,itis is expected to bounce backand rise

healthy FY25,
g 1 L 2 8 T

housingsecms. .

The government’s focus on infrastructure
projects, the sanction of additional houses under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and industrial
capex are expected to meaningfully improve ce-
mentvohnneoﬁnkemﬂ:esewndhalfofﬂns
ﬁscalyeax
Anupama Reddy, Vice-President, ICRA,said
the operating income of | by
ICRA is expected to increase 7-8 per cent YoY in,

FY25, primarilydriven by vohumegrowth.
GREEN POWER

Whilecemntptma:epro;ectedmlargelysus-

mnatprenms—ywlevels,somesoﬂmm%
cost-side

coswalongwnhanmamsing

poweris]ikelytoremltmanabmnspercentm-
creasein OPBITDAto¥975-1,000 per tonne.
The green power to account for 40-42 per centj
of the total power mix by the end of this fisca
oompuedm&mlt%perth?ntasofm he
major cement players in the country aim to re
duce their emissions by 15-17 per cent over the

next8-10ym:sbyinaeosingﬂ1eslmeofb ded
less clinkerand consequent]

lion tonnes by FY26,about 33-35 mt will be added
in this fiscal. The eastern and southern regions
areforecastto lead the expansion.
The capacity utilisation is expected to rise tg
71 percenthYZSfmmm
er cent in FY24, backed by #~
cementvolumes.

However, the utilisation
remmnsmodemteonanex—

nessed a steep rise to 59 per
centas of March 2026 from45
per centasof March2015.
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107 coal blocks
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‘ w'itb 256 MT |
peak-rated cafaactty So far; 11

Diamond exports lose sheen as lab-grown stones sparkle

E—
Suresh P. lyengar
Mumbai

Diamond export is set to
plunge this fiscal year on
weak demand and intense
competition from cheap lab-
grown diamond (LGD).

Cut and polished dia-
mond exports declined 15
per cent to $1.47 billion
($1.72 billion) in the June
quarter largely due to geo-
political tensions, per the
Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council of India
data. Polished lab-grown
diamond exports declined
14 per cent in May to $120
million ($139 million).

Ajay Kedia, Director, Ke-
dia Commodities, said the
drop in the June quarter fol-
lows a substantial 27 per
cent decline in 2023-24.

The slowdown in Chinese
economic recovery and a
change in consumer prefer-
ence have dented demand.
China accounts for about a

third of India’s cut and pol-
ished diamond exports and
primarily buys through
Hong Kong.

India is the world’s largest
centre for cutting and pol-
ishing diamonds, processing
nine out of ten stones, which
underscores the deep im-
pact of declining exports on
the industry.

PRICE CUTS
In May, the De Beers Group
slashed LGD prices of its IJ
colour (light tint of yellow or
brown) lab-grown diamonds
by 37 per cent to $500 per
carat from $800. Earlier this
year, it had cut mined dia-
mond prices by 25 per cent.
The brand now has three
linear price points of $500
per carat stones, $600 per
carat for GH (near colour
less) stones and $900
carat for the highest ty
stones of DEF (colour less),
reduced from $1,500 per
carat.

Sandrine Conseiller,

India’s cut and polished
diamond exports dropped
15% in the June quarter

CEO, De Beers Brands, had
said the company
passingonitssavingstocus—
tomers as the wholesale
price of lab-grown diamonds
for jewellery continues to
decline.

These lower prices will
ensure that the brand re-
mains competitive in the
fast-evolving segment, while
continuing to offer high

quality lab-grown diamonds
produced with 100 per cent

renewable energy, he added.

Priced 90 per cent below
natural diamonds, LGD now
makes up for about 20 per
cent of the total diamond
market from near-zero in

has advantages in terms of
labour costs and increasing
production ty. India
produces ovvecrapacl three million
LGD ayear and accounts for
15 per cent of the global pro-
duction. It is the second-
largest producer of lab-
grown diamonds after
China.

LGD exports are expected

to grow 7-9 per cent to touch
$1.5-1.53 billion in FY25, on
account of increasing 'de-
mand.

11
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PMTMM‘IMI: 3
Hyderabad ’

Semel Anshosityiof fodia Lado
will be investing 36,500 crore -

towards capex during the cur-
rent financial year as part of
its %1 lakh crore investment
plan over the next few years,
SAIL CMD = Amarendu
Pmkashmdonmdgy

Speaking to
on the sidelines of a pro-
e organised by the In-
Steel Association here,
’m”"‘”h@m oy
M—
ldndnmphgofche:;
control
S e | et
toaddresst::gmw;s.

“This year, the capex target
is ¥6,500 crore. We also have
regular capex on maintaining
mxﬁmhnes,asmellasdebot—

‘ tlenecking exercises. Most of

SAIL to 1nvest ¥6 200 crore
toward_s capex in.

SRS
ol -

Amarendu Prakash,JEM , SAl
4o GRS ¢

b gaf- 0o

the capex expansion (X1-

crore by 2030) will start flow-

ing from FY26. In the first
phase from (the capacity) 20

million tonnes, we go to 35
million tons tonnes per an-

num by 2031. In the next
, we will make it 50 mil-

on tonnes,” theSAlLCMD 3

noldrqsomers.

In the past, SAIL manage-
ment had informed investors

ent fiscal

investment
~ for greenfield and brownfield
expanslonsmtkenextM

A tﬁnadebt
e
atlgrercaft‘hstywanm

'world ‘countries have taken

{ Gvizq:eedﬁg:t?mthequahtyof

‘the prices at which the steel is
comig 1o India,” the official

planned X1-lakh
S ploccs

aiming to main-
tyrauoof 1L
outlook, he

vis_grovwmgat

continue to grow at 8 per cent
CAGRinthenext 10years.On

of cheap steel from
uhporthe said around the

different - steps such as in-

creasing import tax and India
is also expected to take calib-

handled. So it is not just one
in percentage.

steel whichis coming to India,

Z

12
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Glimpses of arally

o]
Akhil Nallamuthu'
bl. ‘resea'(ch buremfv

Precious metals had a glittering
week. Gold appreciated 2.8 per
cent, whereas silver rose 7.1 per
cent to end the week at $2,392
and $31.2 per ounce respectively.

The positive trend was seen in
the local market too. MCX gold
futures (373,051 per 10 gram)
rallied 2.1 cent, whereas
MCX silver (¥93,554 per
kg) gained 4.5 per cent.

MCX-GOLD (¥73,051)

Bulls pushed gold futures (Au-
gust contract) higher last week.
The price action shows that the

contract has formed a good base

at¥71,000.

The odds for a fresh leg of rally
have gone up significantly. Gold
futures can move towards
¥78,000. The bullish inclination
will be cancelled out only if the
contract slips below the price
" band of ¥70,000-71,000.

Trade strategy: Buy gold Au-
gust futures now at ¥73,050 and
accumulate if the price dips to
71,700. Place initial stop-loss at
%69,800. When the contract

BULLION CUES. Traders may look to buy

touches ¥75,000, raise the stop-
loss to ¥73,800. Exit,at ¥78,000.

MCX-SILVER (¥93,554)

Silver futures (September series)
bounced off the support at
%90,000 last week. The chart
shows the upswing possesses

good momentum and we can ex-

pect more upside.

The contract can hit the psy-
chological ¥1,00,000-mark. The
bulls will face a threat only if the
price drops below 388,300. In
such a scenario, silver futures can
decline to ¥82,000.

Trade strategy: Buy silver fu-
tures now at 393,550 and at
%90,800. Keep a stop-loss at
¥88,000. When the price touches
397,500, alter the stop-loss to
95,000. Exit at ¥99,800, /

BUSINESS LINE DATE:8/7/2024 P.NO3

Singareni Collieries’ Odisha coal mine to commence production soon

— m&m capacity of 10 mil- 2022, which had delayed the  handing over of 643 hectares ment had not given full ap-  transported to the nearby sid-  of the mine is 340.78 millic
Our Bureau ion tonnes y is perationalisation  of the of forest land has been accor-  provaltotheproject. ing from where it will be sup-  tonnes, which means that
Hyderabad ted to produce five milli mine. ded toSCCL on July4,accord- plied to Tangedco (Tamil  willbepossibletoproducecc
tonnes on commencing pro- After taking charge, the ingtoanofficialrelease. Nadu Generation and Distri-  fromhere for the next 35 to
Once stuck in bureaucratic ~ duction. Union Minister of Coal and Although the Union Min-  For 202425, five million bution Corporation) and  years.
delay, Naini Coal mine in The mine was allocated to ~ Mines, G Kishan Reddy, had  istry of Environment and tonnes of coal will be pro- NTPC (National Thermal As part of the long-ter
Odisha, allocated to Singareni  SCCL for captive utilisationof held ive  discussi Forests had given forest clear-  duced. In the next three years,  Power Corporation). plan, 750 t0 1000 acres of la:
Collieries Company Limited hermal plant.  with the Odisha Government  ances (inOctober2022) tothe  the - production be in- Tofacilitate thissupplypro-  is acquired at a distan
(SCCL) on August 13,2015,is ~ Theminewasfacingabnormal  to resolve the long pending is- Naini project, due to the non-  creasedin cess, Singareni will to of 40-50 km from the o
likely to commence delay in handing over forest sue and tionalise the p of Thetargetof 10mtpacanbe the Union of Coalfor  mine. There is a plan to set

13
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Copper firmsina spot as Indonesia plans to stop concentrate exports

=
Subramani lh Maneombu
Chennai

Indonesia is likely to stop ex-
porting copper concentrate
from December this year to
promote value-addition back
home. This could create prob-
lems for Indian copper firms

these i
dependms on imports,

A Du'ector International Cop-
per Association India (ICA
India), has said.

Indonesia is one of the ma-
jor sources of copper concen-
trates for India, which im-
ports it duty-free due to the
ASEAN Free Trade Agree-
meut. “In;lonemans addmguo

smelter capacity. The

problemoouldaggravaxeablt
quickly. The government has
to duties on

concentrates (fromwﬁ:
sources) or allow imports at
zero duty,” he told business-
line in an online interaction.
India’s demand for copper
concentrate is likely to in-
~ crease as the Adani Group’s

06

The government has
to reduce duties on

copper concentrates
(from other sources)
or allow imports at

zero duty

MAYUR KARMARKAR
MD, ICA India

Kutch Copper Plant d
also require it. Allo*ingzglp-
per coneegntp atA Q i,or

level playlng ﬁeld for do-

e
parti ‘copper
cathodes are being
-free from Japan, he
id. The thasun-
derstood the problem and is
trying to work out a solution
with African countries abd
Peru, he said.

- DOUBLE-DIGIT GROWTH

While the country s trying to
achieve net zero emissions in

which copper plays a critical

“role, the inverted duty struc-

ture, where finished products

are levied import duty lower

than raw materials such as
concentrates, is an issue that
confronts the domestic in-
dustry. For example, copper
tubes are coming from South-
East Asia duty-free.

Indian smelters depend on
concentrates as none of them
own mines. “They have to buy
the concentrate to make cop-
per cathode,” Karmarkar said.

During the 2023-24 fiscal,
the c sector witnessed
doub! it growth, largely

driven by infrastructure. “Re-
fined copper demand was
With demand there
isaoonmnintrelauedtore-

fined copper capacity. We

 hope this will be addressed to

some extent by the Adani
Group’s copper plant,” the
ICA India managing director
said.
The i is faced with
the quality control order but

. there is some breather now as

it will be enforced only from
December-end, he said.

This will also mean that by
December-end, all importers
will have to get certified for
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) quality and start sup-

plying the material. “I am
sure the Japanese cathode
makers have started working
in that direction and they will
comply with the require-
ments soon,” said Karmarkar.

On the other hand, the do-
mestic industry is fully pre-
pared with Hindalco and Ved-
anta being able to supply the
cathodes. Currently, there is

no domestic production of in-
ner tubes used in air
conditioners but its produc-
tion will likely begin in the
next 2-3 months, he said.
With the Adani Group’s

or:gg:;plant going on stream,
co

pper ion
willincrease, he said.

Demard for copper will
continue to grow at the same
rate as last fiscal, while glob-
ally, clean energy transition is
expected to drive demand. In-
diais still on tradi-
tional drivers of copper de-
mand, mainly infrastructure,
the ICA India official said.

With many States imple-
menting metro rail schemes,
each metro coach will require
2.5tonnes of . “Oreach
electrified railway route will
require six tonnes per km of
copper,” he said.

The 5G technology is com-
ing up in a big way and each
5G base station will require
70 kg of copper. The con-
suuctibnzctorwilllihelysee
ademand of 30 gm per sq feet,
Karmarkar said.
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Telangana slaps ?31( cr.

W

Bydmbad.Aboutlmhase ¢
holders of mines and mine- |, “Wﬂ'
- rals in Telangana have been ;
identified by the authorities i
for carrying out mining be- | »
yond their allocated juris-
dictlonandevadmsaeisniO- )

dlngRs 389 crore seigniora

| ge, on these 170 lease hol- |
ders for extracting mines | |aterite
and minerals in violation -
. of the mining rules. Apart
from this, illegal mining -
was noticed in Nirmal and [}

| Kamareddy districts where

| some individuals were ﬁh o ik
undallegedly doingmining - *

without any lease or
mmsionﬁ-omthenﬁnes%

+) The mines ‘and geology
department undertook a
geology department. - survey recently through
The state govt gets about electronic total station met-
Rs 5,500 crore amuallyﬂnxi- - hod to identity the geograp-
ugh seigniorage, “If the lea- hical areas and boundaries
kages are p%the ﬂvtw ;bf’theleasedmmmgareas
wﬂlgetanaddi Thesurveywouldhe!p inas-
croretoRssowmm, the metric tonnes
niorofficial of theminesand  and cubic metres of mines
geology departmentsaid. and minerals excavatedina
i§ Oonﬁmngtl;atthe%‘;t ‘particular area, which will -
H hy nille be checked with the seignio-
' ries follo- rage to the'govt by the '
wing huge loss of revenue to Ieﬁseholders,amines offici-
| the exchequer, officials said alsaid.
| demand notices and show- Ofﬂcialssam_ghisisjus
‘ cause notices have been slap- the beginning as idenﬂﬂen
pedontheleaseht_ stopay tion ant.

nalty—-5%t010%of theseig-

niome—within;sdws. Full reporton www.toi.in

15

BUSINESS LINE
DATE:9/7/2024 P.NO8

COMMODITY =
CALL.

Lead: Go short,
stop-lossat
T192.50

bl. rewnrch bureau

Return 4.77% per kg

1700
Jul 06, 23 Jul 05, 24

| Lead futures on the Multi

Commodity Exchange
(MCX) declined sharply
between May 29-and June
14. But then, the down-
trend lost momentum and
the contract started to
trace a sideways trend.

In the last three weeks,
the July expiry lead futures
have oscillated between
%187 and ¥191. The chart
shows the contract faces
strong rejection at the ¥191
resistance, where the 50-
day moving average coin-
cides. This indicates short
interest at this price level.

OUTLOOK

Hence, at the moment, the
likelihood of a fall is high.
We expect lead futures to
resume the downtrend
from here, slip below the
support at ¥187 and de-
cline to 180 in the forth-
coming Weeh. Hﬁvi(éver,
the contract surpasses the
barrier at Y191, it can ap-
preciate to fl%x Neverthe-
less, a rallybeyond %196 is
unlikely, for it is a signific-
ant barrier.

STRATEGY

Go short an lead futures
(July series) at the current
market price of ¥190. Place
stop-loss at ¥192.50. When
the contract touches ¥187,
modify the stop-loss to
¥190. Tighten the stop-loss
further to ¥187 when the
price hits Y183. Liquidate
the shorts at ¥180.
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period coinciding with building acti-
vity, with competition

denting the pric! po- Earnlngs previous quarter:
wer of incumbents in se- The volume growth for
veral pocketsof thehigh- [ =TZ=\V/T=IV/A cement companies has

| lyregionalised inc ) moderated after eight
Demand for the prima- consecutive quarters of
ry building material being relative- robust growth. while prices have be-

ly lower has further added to the pri-

cing woes, as makers have not been

able to sustain any hikes taken du-
ringthe quarter.

An extreme heatwave in several re-

gions, the unavallabil!ty of !a\jour,
an construction activity

m Elyﬂonsforipar
Mnmbal.Earxﬁngsof[ndiance— ]ys!xweeksw :
ment producers could be muted in Annlystsexpectvolumeslnthequar
the June quarter, traditionally adry tertohavegrown inmid-singledigits

year-on-year, as compared to a doub-
le-digit growth in the

entrending lower for several months OQVID-L& and first 1
now and are at their lowest level in ~n%mmmm%

nearly three years.

“Overall, we expectrevenuetodmp otheranalymueﬁleﬁopunem%b-
~3% YoY, worst performance since w&;asmmpmw epravlouwm

com|

o

tol,dierdemandhecauseofmonso

. - The impact of this tepid
_ and a correction in prices, tho
vim,beometbyloweri\lel‘brfcesaﬂd nings

of compa-

)anies are seen

' nies.Asa result, even with lower re-
~ inar ement in their profitabi-
t!ns

on rains, some pent-up dﬂ'om
the previous: could]
in the.}cunmt qul_rter. ana-
lysts said. .

The focus, though, will remain on
commentary from companiesfor pri-
cing, as a fierce fight for market sha-
re between the country’s two largest
producers and capacity addition
from several players in the industry
hnskeptpﬁeessubdued.

for FY25/26E are at risk
due to volatility in cement prices

aggressive X on
in the industry. We anticipate furt-
her consolidation in the space (most-

" ly in the southern region due to its

fragmented nature),” Nuvama Insti-
tutional Equities said.

ECONOMICS TIMES DATE:11/7/2024 P.NO4

gas, hesaid.

A "ourﬂnh
£rXea: 1

Mnmbni. The mineral&and me-

'~ tals sector in India is a $1-trillion

(about z83 lakh crore) opportunity
and Vedanta is uniquely positio-
ned to benefit from this, given its
scale and presence in the critical
minerals space, Vedanta chair-
man Anil Agarwal hassaid. -

“As the world looks to India as the
plus one to China (and) India looks
to become self-reliant, the potenti-
alis infinite,” Agarwal told share-

holders of the natural resources

Vedanta Eyes India g $1-T

conglomerateatitsannualgeneral pansion

meeting on Wednesday. “Vedanta
is uniquely positioned in the India
story,” hesaid.

Vedanta is the country’s largest

producerof crudeoilintheprivate
sector, aluminium, zincand silver. j

The co
gest

y is also one of thelar-
ucers of power in the co-

unhxma]sohasapresemeinsheel
India has only explored about one-

ralmmd metals, including oil and
| how Ve-

is “future ready” given that

about 70% of its topline is derived
fro; ﬁealminera]lggfe thefutm'e.

also

ting about $8 billion in these
growth projects, hesaid. C
Agarwal also reiterated that Ve-
danta is going ahead with itsmove
to demerge the company into six
verticals—aplan it had announced
in 2023. “Each entity will have mo-
re independence in regard to capi-
tal allocation and their growth
strategies,” he said. The move is

likely to broaden the lnvestor base

for Vedanta. R
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— i i monofs:xsuongcompan-
e hles ang. Each demerged entity
Mumbai L € Sal
We are going ahead will chart their own course but
Anil Agarwal, Vedanta Group ~ with the demerger of follow Vedanta’s core values,
Chairman, seesimportofmin- o businesses, which said Agarwal
gwals, metals o encrgy o will lead to the '
ling from the current $350 bil- EXPANSION PLANS
lion asthe economy growsata . CT' eation of six strong Vedanta has thus far invested
faster rate. ) compames and unlock over $35 billion in India and
The investment opportun- . . massive value contributes about 1.4 per cent
ity in these sectors could po- of India’s GDP, and remains
tentla.llybecome$l trillion. ANIL AGARWAL committed togrowth.
shareholdersat ~ Chairman, Vedanta Group On the expansion plans, he
the Vedanta annual general ‘ said the group will focuson the
meeting, he said 50 per cent of . new l.5-mtpa alumina re-
the country’s imports worth  critical minerals of the future ~ economy,headded. finery in Lanjigarh, operation-
over $350 billion are minerals anddusmthehxghest AP alisethe Bicholim minein Goa,
and metals, including oil and  tion compared with DEMERGER PLANS ON and commence production at
gas. group, hesaid. The companyisin the process ~ Jaya oilfield in Gujarat this
This will double and triple While public conversation - of splitting its business in six ~ year.
asthe economy growsatafast  often focuses on lithium, co-  distinct entities and listing on The acquisition of Athena
rateand thesesectorsarea$l-  balt and nickel, in reality,cop-  theexchangeseparately. and Meenakshi Power Plants
trillion opportunity, he said. per, aluminium, zinc and silver “We are going ahead with  last fiscal will double mer-
~ About 70 per cent of Ved- . are all equally fundamentalto  the demerger of our busi- chantpower capacityto5GW,
anta’s topline comes fromthe  the sunrise sectors of thenew  nesses, which will lead tothe  hesaid. A

Vedanta sees $1-t opportunity
in minerals, metals, energy

| IIOWTH DRIVERS. Demand in these sectors will tnple, says Anil Agarwal
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Shipments tothe neighbouring
m Law naul:m, however, fell 10 per lron ore exports
New Delhi cent y-o-y from 9.3 mt in the Unload country ~ April2026 M
0 pericd, data collsted China 211
The country’s iron ore exports consultancy firm BigMint ik o Froyaeseecy it
saw a near 5 per cent y-0-yin- {Mint) show. aysia G LB
| crease for the April-June - ' Over sixyears, China Indonesia 0.06 02 0 ~“5 ',5"
iod (QIFY25) to 10.25 mil- . « has been the highest buyer of UAE 0.15 0.06 12 1»
E;nn tonnes (mt) despite re-  Indian iron ore with its share Total 2.4 an 364 1025 Oomm:smon, in a survey, sug-
| duced demand from China, the around 70 percentin  Source: BigMint Figuresincluding pellet/concentrates ~  gested “further weakening of
key buyer. Indian exporters ' QIFY20, before peaking over steel prices in July” and the
into other smallermar- 90 per cent during the Covid ; ~ policies, announced earlier,
kets like Indonesia and Malay-  years (Q1FY21 and QIFY22). ket participant told business- Chinese economic condi- that favoured the real estate
sia,tradedaushaw. Post-Covid too, the share of  line. Data from BigMint show tions continue to be a concern market are losing momentum
China, despite a demand Chinese buymg hovered thatin April, Indiaexported (to  for iron ore’s long-term de-  and are failing to significantly
slowdown in steel-oonsummg around 80 per cent. China) 2.11 mt of iron ore;in  mand prospects. The economy  boostdemand. ' ¥
sectors like real estate, accoun: ; May, the figure increased to  thereisnotgrowingasfastasit On Tuesday, China’s Dalian
tedforwpercentofdxedehv DEMAND OUTLOOK 3.75 mt but fell to 245 mtin  used to, and is becoming less imnoref}muesfell.'lhemost
eries of iron ore, the key steel-  “In Q1, demand from China  June. steel-intensive. ; traded iron-ore contracts
| makingrawmaterial,oraround  has been volatile. After a pick- ‘Market sources said iron ore The propertysectorisinthe  stood around $114.70 per
| 83 mt of the total shipments up in May over April, ship-  exportsareexpected to remain gﬂpofapmt{acte([crisns.’l‘be tonne, down 0.5 per cent in day
| for the period under review. mentsfellagaininJune,”amar-  volatileinthenearterm. government is trying to cap  timetrade. § A
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“Copper prices have been

idiosyncratic issues worked

(in '000 tonnes)

Copper bala nce sheet

Source - Office of the Chief Economist, Australia  *Forecast

lus announcements during

portinga cut.

Copper likely to gain on US Fed rate
cut, demand for critical applications

BULLISH OUTI.OOI(. Market eyes decnsuons at 4-day China Communist Party plenum from July 15

A g
— second consecutive week to gies — pa.mcularly electri-
Subramani 88 Mancombu 85,601 lots for the weekend-  city grid infrastructure, EVs
Chennai ingJulys,thehighestnet and solar panels — is set to
long since May 31, 2024. continue,” it said.
After having dropped from A major reason for copper BMI said expectations of a
their re€ord high of $11,105 ing and ex-  rate cutbythe US Fed, which
a_tonne in May, copper pecting prices to rebound is  led to a weakening of the US
prices are likely to gain on the four-day plenum of the  dollar compared to the hi
the US Fed cutting interest Chinese Communist Party  of 2022 and 2023, wo
rates in the third quarter of (CCP), scheduled tobe held  boost demand for copper
2024. Demand for the red from July 15. ; pnced in the greenback.
metal in critical applications i “Second, high-frequency in-
such as electric vehicles FOCUS ON REFORMS dicators of global growth, es-
(EVs), wind power, and solar BMI said prices regained  pecially US growth, contin-
energy will also aid the N\ some lost ground in July on uedtosurpnse tothe upslde
uptrend, say analysts. the back of hopes of stimu-  building positive sentiment

towards copper demand.

on a steady upward trend Production 203 T 04 025* the third plenum of China, ~ Third, Chinese manufactur-
since the start of the year, o mine 22397 22,807 24,016 as well as increasing market  ing PMI figures showed a
CAETEUAT I —— i R N R
$11,105/tonne reached on Consufription 21,980 28,564 2315 rather than later in light of holdmgs Fourth, ~major
May 20, 2024. A number of Closing stocks 666 L) 287 fresh economic data sup-  Chinese copper smelters an-

nounced production cuts in

to boost copper in H1 2024,” Saish Sandeep Sawant  March,”it said.
said research agency BMI,a  London Metal Commodity Outlook, said  Dessai, Analyst at Angel
unit of Fitch Solutions. The Australian Office of the copper prices havereacheda  One, said the market is PRICE FORECAST

Chief Economist (AOCE) two-year peak in the first keenly awaiting the CCP’s  The AOCE said LME copper
SUPPLY CONCERNS said copper prices have con-  quarter, reflecting supply  third plenum, which is ex- prices are forecast to aver-
Pessimism over the Chinese  tinued to trend higherinre-  concernsand signs of firmer  pected to focus on economic age about $9,500 a tonne in
economyandaweak USdol- cent months, averaging globalindustrialproduction.  policyand reforms. Itisalso 2024 (up from $8,700 in
lar pulled copper down in  about $9,700 a tonne in the According to ING Think, looking out for upcoming  2023), rising to $9,970 in
June to $9,515, said BMI.  June quarter — up 14 per  the financial and economic  data on China’s yuan loans  2026.
However, since then copper  cent since the start of the analysis wing of Dutch mul-  and total social financing, BMI said, “We are raising
has been able to make head-  year. “The surgeinpricesre- tinational financial services ~ which could provideinsights  our 2024 copper price fore-
way to $9,944 on July 5. On  flects strong growth in  firm ING,thelatestcommit- into future demand. cast from $P9,200/tonne to
Friday, the three-month global demand, whlch isex- ment of traders report The World Bank said, “... ~ $9,600, as prices continue to
copper contract on the Lon-  pectedtolargelypersistover ~ shows that investors boos-  thesteadyincreaseinthede-  be led by investor sentiment
don Metal e was  H22024,”itsaid. ted net bullish positions for  mand for copper, driven by  that is tilted towards a US
quoted at $9,837.50 on the The World Bank, in its copper by 9,156 lots for a energy transition technolo-  Fed rate cutin Q3 2024.”
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Coal India plans to ease e-auction norms for better participation

sale of coal is broadly cat- 'Ihecompanyfeelsthls bid. CIL circulated the During the fourth quarter
mwm : egorised as sale through fuel - would encourage increased  concept note to e-auction lastﬁsenl,thenomlsupplyof
mly agreements (FSAs)  participation from e-auction  bidders on Thursday. It has  coal tl the e-auction
e-auctions. Of itsannual  bidders as blocked capital of  asked all the bidders to go route was 22.57 million
Toencouragebetterparticip-  coal production, presently, consumers will be eased. through the draft modalities  tonnes.and the real-
ation from coal consumers,  the miner can offerupto 20 “With more cash availability ~ and provide feedback within -isation pet“tonne stood at
state-run miner Coal India  percent under e-auctionina at their disposal, consumers  15days. - ¥2,545:01. Duririg the period,
(CIL) is planning to ease year after meeting the FSA  could switch over to more . Generally, coal is supplied ~the total “supply of coal
norms in in like  commitment. s auctions with the same cap-  to consumers at notified Fsmﬁ%
ramping up the quantities CILsaid ithas asked allits  ital,” CIL said. prices. Reserve price in e-  million tonnes ¢ aver-
offered under the auction companies, ex- : auction means the price that - realisation per tonne
hammer and lowering the oeptNordmmConlﬁelds,w . OTHER CHANGES isarrived at, after ona from the FSA sales was
earnest deposit  spike offer quantities under  Some of the other changes ' certain theno-  %1,535.54.
(EMD) forbidders. e-auction to 40 per cent of  contemplated are a three- tified price of coal. Now, sub- J AL ¢
CIL, the world’s largest ~theirrespectivetotalproduc-  hour auction window repla-  sidiaries have been given
coal ‘has circulated  tion for the secondand third  cing the earlier long-drawn  flexibility to fix their reserve
a concept note to e-auction  quarters of the current finan- allowing consumers  prices, taking into account
bidders to seek their feed-  cialyear. to change their mode of diﬁ'erentﬁactorshhelocalde—
back as the miner has con-  Revamping its auction . transport from rail to road, mbfm
ised new modalities nwthodologyundeximelee— post bidding, without addi-
for single window mode ag-  tronic window, CIL has tional premi 1 allow- vanous modm of
nostic e-auction, according loweredEMDwﬂSOper ing a si toplacea  particularly road mode
to a stock exchange filingby  tonnefrom¥500pertonneof ~ maximum , of four bids able with the coal company,
the company on Friday. coal to ease the e-auction against eacl which  coalstock at mineand level of
Formeeoilbﬂmnoth,ﬂ:e ' norms. $11 - earlier was restricted to one  bookingin earlier-e-auction.
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Gold gaining strength

BULLION CUES. Silver expected to follow

r——
Akhil Nallamuthu
bl. research bureau_

Gold advanced, whereas silver re-
tracted last week. The former appre-
ciated 0.8 per cent, whereas the lat-
ter dropped 1.3 per cent as
ended at $2411 and aaosﬂlg
ounce, respectively.

Similar divergence was observed
inthe domestic market too. Gold fu-
tures (X73,269 per 10 gram) was up
0.3 per cent, but silver futures

| mBusiness Repo 3 ; (¥93,109 perkg) lost 0.5 per cent.
et st " Finance, WCL; Ajay Mhetre,
theworkdone VO, WCL; and C Jayadev, B il
Western Coalfields Limited Gehetsl futures (August), which fellin  raise the stop-loss to £73,800. Book
by West - Manager the first half of last week, recovered  profitsat €78,000
(WCL) in the field of environ- . (Environment), CIL;were pres- towards the end and managed to ?
mental conservation, D K = entasspecial guests. postagain. MCX-SILVER (¥93,109)
Solanki, Deputy Secretary In his presidential address, The chart shows that ¥75,000is  Silver futures was largely trading in
(SDC/JT/LA&IR), Ministry of ~ Dwivediexplainedindetailthe the nearest barrier. However,wean-  the narrow range of 92,000-94,500
Coal, GovernmentofIndia,said  efforts being or ticipate gold futures surpassing this theweek.
thatenvironmental protection environment: vation. level and 78,000 in the The contract has the potential to
will be possible only through He said that e ymental short term. Onlya ofthesup-  touch ¥1 hkh-tmrk. The trendwnll
collective efforts of all. conservation has always been port band of ¥70,000-71,000 will  turnbearish onlyif silver futures dip
Hewasspeakingattheinau-  an important issue for WCL.. negate the upward bias. Supportbe-  below the supportat T83300.
. 0 low %70,000is at ¥67,500. Trade » Retain the sil-
gural ceremony of the work- Senior Manager (Public Trade We suggested  ver futures long we 1 fed
shop on “Sustainable initia-  Relations) Ashish Tayal con- buying st futures at  at€93,550lastweek. Addlongsifthe
tives in Coal India Limited”  ducted the of the %73,050 last week. Retain this trade  price moderates to £90,800. Keep a
~organised here by WCL. ] P function while ~ General - with at 369,800 Accumu-  stop-loss at ¥88,000. When the price
veds, trh- Manager Milind Deshkar pro- late if the price dips to ¥71,700.  touches 397,500, alter the stop-loss
Managing Director, WCL;  posed the vote of thanks. 4 When the contract touches 375,000,  t0%95,000. Exitat $99,800. ) |
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India shifts from being net exporter to importer of steel in Q1
4
el it : mt.downifdpere%unowr kwoﬁ:l:ﬁwnﬁmembe mnlc:'e steel e whenitwas
mwm Maywheni suooclr at0.72mt. mmed.‘ , witl mlnd:e Rising mmﬂ im-  registered a 7 per cent y-0-y ied
14 per cent the year- tonne range - lower than  As per BigMint, Indian flat  reached 35.77 mt isonthehi
‘ ago—paiodhﬁkmdu those quoted by Indian play- JW reduced  with 33.427 mt in the same  side too. But cheap img|
India was a net importer of 0.5mt. ers. prices of HRCs by around  period of the previous year.  remain a concern and ¢
steel for QIFY25 (April to in June was ¥1,000-1,750pertonne($12- On a sequential basis, fin- havea i
June) with shipments com- MARKET OFFERS lower than May and it seems  21/t) starting July. The price  ished steel production in-  prices here or market|
ing in exceeding exports Exports last month stoodat  tobe a good signat themo-  reduction for CRCs is creased by 1.2 per cent in  namics,” a market p
0.6 million tonnes (mt). Ex- 0.34mt,down 20 percentse-  ment. But the concern  around ¥1,000-1,500 per June to 121 mt in June  cipantsaid.
port of finished steel contin- quentially over the 0.43 mt  continues to be depressed tonne ($12-18/t). _tlgnn 11.923 mt in May.
uedtofall consistently- poor reported in May and was  exports. economic “A few mills also ex- y-0-y growth was over 9 .~
global demand and competi- down 32 per cent over June  headwinds and cheaper  tended rebatesaround ¥500-  per cent, surpassing 11.1
tion from China-all lastyearwhenitwas0.5mt.  Chinese flooding  750/tonne ($6-9/t) for the  inJune2023.
the first three months of itally, as per con-  key markets continue to im-  June sales,” the report said. steel |
fiscal, while there was a “firm t, In-  pactorders.” Market sources say HRC tion for QIFY2S stood at
steady increase inimports. dian cold rolled coil (CRC) “We have been in touch  prices are in the ¥53,000- around 35.4 mt, up 15 per '
In the year-ago period, In- offers to Europe were hover-  with some concerned minis- 54,000 per tonne rangewhile  cent y-o-y. It stood at 30.833
diawasa net exporter of steel ing in the $680 - 690 per tries on rising steel imports, CRC prices stood in the mtintheyear-
by0.7mt. tonne (from India’s  especially from China, and  ¥60,000-61,000 per tonne InJune, steel con-
A Steel Ministry report, East Coast) while hot rolled  those shipments of Chinabe- remained at May
businessline, said coil (HRC) offers there are routed through Viet- of 12 mt.

anerzgfﬂnﬂwdmelhn-
ports stood at 1.9 mt, up 30
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Three die of asphyxiation at
illegal coal mine in Gujarat

It is the fourth such incident reporte(i tlﬁs year and 10 people had lost their lives; the police in

Surendranagar district have registered a case against four, including a BJP panchayat member

| AHMEDABAD

hree labourers died
T of asphyxiation in-

side an illegal coal
mine in Surendranagar dis-
trict of Gujarat on
Saturday.

Itis the fourth such inci-
dent reported this year in
which a total of 10 people
| had lost their lives while
| digging for low-grade coal
in illegal mines found in
| several parts of the district.

The coal is used to fuel fac-
| tories in the State and
| elsewhere.
| The deceased have been
 identified as Lakshman
| Dabhi, 35, Khodabhai Mak-
| wana, 32, and Viram Kera-

hya, 35. They were work-
| ing in a mine near Bhet
village in Thangadh taluka
without helmets, masks, or
any other safety equip-
ment, said officials.

The police have regis-
tered a case of culpable
homicide not amounting
to murder against four pe-

| ople, but are yet to make
J any arrests.

Kalpesh Parmar, a BJP
taluka panchayat member,
and Khimji Saradiya,
whose wife is a district

The FIR said the accused failed to provide essential safety gear to
the labourers, who died after inhaling toxic gas in the mine. AFP

panchayat member of the
BJP, are among the ac-
cused.

The first information re-
port (FIR) said the accused
failed to provide essential
safety gear to the labour-
ers, who died after inhal-
ing toxic gas in the mine.

In February, three work-

" ers had died after inhaling

toxic gas that emanated af-
ter a blast triggered by ge-
latin sticks during an illegal
mining operation in the
district. As per the details,
the workers were digging a
pit for an illegal coal mine
in Devpara village. All of
them hailed from Rajas-

than. In January, three la-
bourers died after being
buried due to unstable soil
conditions, while one la-
bourer died last month.

Surendranagar District
Collector K.C. Sampat ack-
nowledged the recurring
incidents in which workers
had died.

“We had launched a
special movement against
such mining operations
and as many as 2,100 such
mines were closed and
mining wells were com-
pletely buried. But it
seems, some of them have
been reopened,” Mr. Sam-
pat told The Hindu, adding

that “the local administra-
tion takes this issue very
seriously.”

“Our main concern is
the unscientific method
that’s used for mining,” Mr.
Sampat added.

Revenue and police offi-
cials in the district are si-
lent about the involvement
of local politicians of the
ruling party but privately
admit about the nexus bet-
ween the mining operators
and local politicians.

“There have been fre-
quent incidents of deaths
in Surendranagar district
where illegal mining of
coal is rampant with invol-
vement of local politicians
of the ruling party,” Guja-
rat Congress spokesman
Manish Doshi said. On Sun-
day, AAP leaders held a
press conference in Suren-
dranagar, demanding strict
action against those res-
ponsible for running illegal
mines in the district.

Sources said the prolif-
eration of unregulated coal
mines has become a death
trap for = impoverished
workers who get paid
¥500-%700 a day to work in
pits that are 80 to 100 feet
deep to extract coal using
gelatin sticks for blasting.

B o e ey

24




