D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ 1/85685/2026

gad s
ON WITH THE JOB

KHANIJ SAMACHAR
Vol. 10, No-13
(As appeared in National/Local Newspapers Received in Central Library, IBM, Nagpur)

The Central Library, IBM, Nagpur is providing the Classified Mineral News Service
since many years on monthly basis in print form. To expand this service to the IBM
Offices all over India i.e. H.Q., Zonal & Regional Offices and to take a call of time, the
Controller General, IBM desired to make this service online on fortnightly basis. The
library officials made sincere efforts to make it successful. This is the 13" issue of
Volume 10 for the service named Khanij Samachar for the period from 1t — 15
July,2026. The previous issue of Khanij Samachar Vol. 10, No. 12, 16" — 30*" June 2026
were already uploaded on IBM Website www.ibm.gov.in .

In continuation of this it is requested that the mineral related news appeared
in the Local News Papers of different areas can be sent to Central Library via email
library@ibm.gov.in (scanned copy) so that it can be incorporated in the future issues

to give the maximum coverage of mining and mineral related information on Pan India
basis.

All are requested to give wide publicity to it and it will be highly appreciated if
the valuable feedback is reciprocated to above email.

Digitally signed by
RANJANA SUNIL WAKODE
Date: 21-07-2026
10:48:17
Mrs. R. S. Wakode
A.L.1.O, Central Library
library@ibm.gov.in
0712-2562847, Ext. 1210,1206



http://www.ibm.gov.in/

D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ 1/85685/2026

Hdd
| ONWITH THE JOB

A FORTNIGHTLY NEWS CLIPPING SERVICE
FROM
CENTRAL LIBRARY
INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES
VOL. 10, NO - 13, 15t - 15" JULY 2026

2



D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ

BUSINESS LINE DATE:1/7/2026 P.NO.11

AP to take up mineral-mapping,
frame policy for value-addition

o
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials to take up
comprehensive  mineral
ety Whable mindgl de.
identify valuable e-
posits for value addition.
Reviewing the perform-
ance of the Mines Depart-
ment in Amaravati on Tues-
day, Naidu said Andhra
Pradesh’s vast mineral
wealth offers significant op-

portunities  for  market
capitalisation,

The State-owned Andhra
Pradesh Mineral Develop-
ment  Corporation  (AP-
MDC) is exploring avenues
for market capitalisation of
viluable mineral assets, and
he directed officials to un-
dertake a detailed study with
the assistance of experts,

Substantial revenue could
be generated by adding value
to minerals such as beach
sand and rare earth minerals,
iron ore, manganese and
alumina,

BUSINESS LINE DATE:2/7/2026 P.NO.10

Sell copper at X1,275;

— ‘
Akhil Nallamuthu *
bl research bureay

Copper futures (¥1,258/kg)
lost 5.8 per cent in June, The
decline started early last
month on the back curfJ a bar-
rierat ¥1,400.

After marking a low of
$1,240.15 on June 24, the
July copper futures have re-
covered to the current level
of ¥1,258. But it lacks mo-
mentum to reverse the
trend.

COMMODITY

(:1\ l)ln

The chart shows that the
contract is struggling to get

| past ¥1,275, where the 38.2

per cent Fibonacei retrace-

| ment of the previous up-

swing lies,

This is a resistance for
now. If the contract sur-
passes 1,275, it could rise to

1 X1,290 and a rally beyond

this is unlikely,
S0, we expect copper fu-

stop-loss at 1,300

\ « A
" Raturn 41.4%

(perkg)

800
Jun30,26

Jui 1,25

,tures to resume the down-

trend, either from the cur-
rent level of ¥1,258 or after
inching up to ¥1,290,

Once the fall resumes, the
contract, could drop to

31,230, the 50 per cent |

Fibonacai retzacement. Sup-

port below ¥1,230 is at |

¥1,190. Overall, the outlook
is weak and we are likely to
see another downswing,

TRADE STRATEGY

Sell copper futures if it rises |

to ¥1,275. Place stop-loss at |

T1,300. When the contract
drops to 1,245, revise the
stop-loss to ¥1,265. Book
profits at ¥1,230.

1/85685/2026
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Over 2K cases in two years, yet
illegal sand mining continues

IN9 cr in penalties; extraction from riverbeds persists despite MPDA action

ered over the past two years,
yet illegal sand miners con-
tinue to extract sand from
riverbeds with impunity,

raising serious questions
about the deterrent effect of
the enforcement drive.

crore was recovered as penal-
ties from the accused. Between
April 1, 2025, and May 31, 2026,
authorities carried out 8,167

Sand mafias get  No fear of flying squads either
i ¥ To curb illegal sand mining, the state government has implemented
advance tip-offs S e i
Complaints have officials from the Revenue Department, Police and the Regional
surfaced from several districts Transport Office (RTO) at the tehsil, sub-divisional, district and
that sand is being illegally divisional levels. Other measures, including 24x7 CCTV surveillance
extracted from riverbeds under at sand ghats, GPS-enabled transport vehicles, e-auctions and
the cover of darkness using drone monitoring, have also been introduced. However, the
JCBs, poclain machines and statistics indicate that these measures have failed to instil fear
: i boats. Local residents allege that among the well-organised sand mining syndicates.
YoGEsH PANDE despite repeatedly informingthe s pMany of those involved in illegal sand mining are repeat offenders.
LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK/NAGPUR  authorities, little effective action Despite thousands of cases being registered, action under the
18 talon. Thars e a6 basn MPDA Act has been initiated in only 41 cases. This has raised
espite’ the .govern-  Severs! inckiants in which questions over whether even stringent preventive detention
ment’s claims of revenuedepartment teams pmbiuumdspeda!ﬂyhgsquadshavehadmy real deterrent
cracking down on  Were dttacked, official vehicles effoct oithe nociised.
illegal sand mining vandalised, and officers v
across Maharashtra through  threatened while conducting According to information  enforcement actions. Despite
thousands of enforcement rids. Sources further claimed obtained by Lokmat Times, a  such large-scale operations,
actions, the menace con. ‘thatillegal sand miners often total of 2,712 criminal cases  illegal sand mining remains
tinues unchecked. More than  receive advance information were tered across State  rampant. Sand is being ex-
2,700 ‘criminal cases have aboutimpendingenforcement  ,gqinst sand extraction  tracted openly from riverbeds
been registered and penalties ~ Operations, enabling them to and transportation duringthe  during the day, while hundreds
exceeding 119 crore recoy- evade action. past two years, while 2119.14  of trucks and dumpers trans-

port it unhindered at night,
casting serious doubts over
the effectiveness of the en-
forcement mechanism,
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i MoU Si
N Abul
- major; to generatc

/Adani [HC announce $11.5 bn

alumlmum plant in Odisha

1ed with
bl-baSLd

35,000 jobs

BHUBANESWAR
(AHMEDARAD)

Ina 'ﬁznmcai'xt devel-
opment, the Adani Group

on Thursday announced

to build a mega alumin-
ium plant in Odisha,
along with Abu Dhabi-
based International Hold-
ing Company (IHC), with

. aproposed investment of

$11.5 billion (nearly 1.08
lakh crore).

At the MoU signing
ceremony for the pro-

Witha
6 investment of

posed aluminium project
1 in Bhu ar, Karan nearly Rs
Adani, Managing Direc- 1.08 lakh
tor of Adani Ports and ~crore, this is
Special Economic Zone among the
L (APSEZ), said the most
“Adani Project represents significant
.am‘biﬁon at a truly global aluminium
ecosystem investments
Addressing the gath-  anywhere in the world. But
ering, Karan Adani said  its true significance lies not
that “we are gathered not  only in the size of the
merely to witness the his-  investment. it lies in the
toric MoU but to herald  depth of its impact.”
the beginning of a new Karan Adani
economic chapter for
Odisha, which will shape = jcance lies notonly inthe
and accelerate the growth  gize of the investment but
trajectory of Bharat”. in the depth of its im-
The project’s true signif-  pact,

-

Lalatendu Mishra
BHUBANESWAR

Adani Enterprises Ltd.
(AEL), the flagship compa-
ny of the Adani Group, and
International  Resources
Holding (IRH), the Abu
Dhabi-based natural re-
sources investment plat-
form of International Hold-

THE HINDU DATE:3/7/2026 P.NO.15
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ing Company (THC) Group,
on Thursday, signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the
Government of Odisha to
develop an integrated
greenfield aluminium pro-
ject at an investment of
$115 billion (.08 lakh
crore).

AEL and [HC will form a

50:50 joint venture for the
proposed project. This will
mark the entry of the Ada-
ni Group into the alumini-
um sector. The proposed
investment is expected to
be Odisha’s largest foreign
direct investment (FDI)
proposal and India’s lar-
gest FDI in the metallurgy
sector, Odisha government

officials said. The project
comprises a 4 million me-
tric tonnes per annum
(MMTPA) alumina refinery
to come up in Rayagada

s district on 3,200 acres, a2,

MMTPA aluminium smel-
ter, a 4,000-megawatt
(MW) captive power plant
and a1 MMTPA down:
stream  manufacturing

park, supported by ena-
bling infrastructure, in
Sundargarh district on
4,100 acres.

Bauxite will be sourced

\from Odisha Mining Cor-
‘poration’s  Sasubahumali

mines and Adani’s Kutru-
mali and Bahalda mines. It
will be transported via con-
veyor belt and rail to the

Adani, THC Group toset up aluminium project in Odisha for $I15 bn

smelter, The project is ex-
pected to generate about
53,500 jobs across con:
struction and operations.

The MoU was signed in
the presence of Odisha CM
Mohan Charan Majhi and
other dignitaries.

(The writer was in Bhu-
baneswar at the invitation
of Adani group)
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=
- ‘Low-cost energy, growing

demand led to aluminium’

Lalatendu Mishra

BHUBANESWAR

The Adani Group is enter-
ing the aluminium sector
to capitalise on its low-cost
energy business as well as
on the growing demand for
the metal, said Karan Ada-
ni, MD, Adani Ports & SEZ
and Adani Cement.

“If you look at it, two as-
pects which is why we are
entering into it. One, it’s a
very energy intensive busi-
ness and it works in the ad-
vantage of the group as we
are one of the lowest-cost
producers of energy. And
so, that is one of the big-
gest competitive edge that
we bring on table,” he said
when asked the reason be-
hind entering the business,

“And, second, obviously
we see as digitisation. As
manufacturing in  the
country increases, the de-
mand for aluminium is go-

w

. -
Karan Adani ANl

ing to rise. And we see that
as a big opportunity, long-
term opportunity for the
country.”

‘Still importing’
Asked it the firm was enter-
ing an already-crowded
market dominated by Nal-
¢o, Hindalco and Vedanta,
he said despite such large
capacities, India was still
importing aluminium.

“So, this is a sign there is
more demand. And there

is going to be enough room

for everybody to be in this |
market. And at the end of

the day, if done at a very |
competitive pace, India |
can be a net exporter of |
aluminium as well." |

Adani and it's proposed
joint venture partner the
International Holding
Company (IHG) of UAE are
expecting all approvals to |
be in place in the next 12 to |
18 months.

“1 would say it would
take 4.5 to 5 years from
now for this project to be
commissioned and be up
and running,” he added.

Mr, Adani said the pro-
ject would be funded via |
internal accruals of Adani
Enterprise and 70% debt.

While the total project
cost is pegged at $11.5 bil-
lion, 50% would be borne
by Adani Enterprises, the |
holding firm of the Adani |
Group and balance by IHC. |

1/85685/2026
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THE TIMES OF INDIA DATE:3/7/2026 P.NO.JACKET

Adani, Abu Dhabi’s IHC join hands
for $IL.5bn Odisha aluminium project

Reeba.Zachariah
®timesofindia.com

Mumbai: AbuDhabi’s Inter-
national Holding Company,
which emerged as a key
backer of the Adani Group
following the ‘Hindenburg
induced market turmoikin
2023, 1s deepening its part-
nership with the conglome-
rate through an $11.5 billion
Integrated aluminium pro
ject in Odisha

The partners have for-
med anequal joint ventureto
build a sprawling alumini-
um complex comprising a fo-
urmillion-tonne alumina
refinery, atwo-million-tonne
aluminium smelter, a one-
milliontonne downstream
aluminium facility and a
4.06MW ' captive power
plant, making it one of Indl-
a's largest aluminium hubs

Adani Enterprises, an in-
vestor in the venture, also

launched a $1 billion qualifi
ed Institutional placement
(QIP)on Thursday. The fund-
raising follows Its $2.8 bil-
lion rights issue in Dec 2025,
the company’s largest capi-
tal raise since the 2023 Hin-
denburg triggered turmoil

The QIP was launched at
an indicative price of Rs
2888 per share, a 9.3%
discount to Adanl’s closing
price of Rs 3118 on the
NSE on Thursday

1/85685/2026
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Go short on zinc futur

Akhil Nallamuthu
bl. research bureau

Zinc futures (¥359/kg) have
been on a decline since early
June, After witnessing a re-
covery over the past few ses-
sions, the price action now
hints at a potential resump-
tion in the downtrend.

COMMODITY
CALL.

The July futures reboun-
ded from the support at ¥350
towards the end of last week.
It extended the rally in the
first half of this week and
marked a high of ¥364.55 on

Return 39.9% (per kg)

Jl 2,25 wl 1, 26
Tuesday before moderating
to ¥359. The chart shows
that the contract was unable
to surpass the barrier at
¥364, and is likely to have
started the next leg of fall.
From the current level, we

expect zine futuresto slip be- |

low %350 and subsequently
decline to ¥340,a support.

10

(SN

Sell zinc futures
at 359 with
stop-loss at X367

On the other hand, if there
is a recovery from the cur-
rentlevel of ¥359 leadingtoa
breakout, zinc futures could
rise further to ¥372.

Resistance above ¥372 is
at %376, That said, the
broader bias is bearish at the
moment,

TRADE STRATEGY
Sell zinc futures (July) at
1359 with stop-loss at ¥367,
When the price falls to ¥345,
revise the stop-loss to ¥350.
Book profits at ¥340.

1/85685/2026
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AP
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennai

Aluminium and ¢
prices have fallen 17.5 per
cent and 6 per cent respect-
ively over the past month,
but analysts say the correc-
tion is unlikely to deepen as
tight supply and resilient de-
mand continue to underpin
fundamentals,

“The loss of Middle East-
ern (West Asian) supply had
tightened an already con-
strained aluminium market,
and we expect a supply defi-
citro persist in 2026, limiting
the downside for prices, at
least from a fundamentals
perspective,” research
agency BMI, a unit of Fitch
Solutions, said.

ING Think, the economic
research arm of Dutch finan-
cigl services group ING,
echoed the view.

ALUMINIUM UP 3%

“We believe downside risks
for aluminium prices remain
limited, The market contin-
ues to face a supply deficit of

1.8 million tonnes (mt),
while inventories continue
to signal tight physical mar-
ket conditions,” said Ewa
Manthey, Commodities
Strategist at ING Think. -
Chinese commodities
data provider Sunsirs also
expects aluminium prices to
recover after near-term
volatility. “After a compre-
hensive assessment of mac-
roeconomi¢ and industrial
factors, aluminium prices
are expected to fluctuate be-
fore moving higher in the
second half of the year, with
limited downside,” it said.
On the London Metal Ex-

<hange (LME), aluminium is

trading around $3,100 a
tonne, up 3 per cent so far
this

BMI said the ceasefire
between the US and Iran
should ease the immediate
supply concerns triggered by
disruptions to Gulf smelting
capacity. However, the sup-
ply losses are unlikely to be
reversed quickly.

The US-Iran conflict is es-
timated to have removed 2.3
million tonnes (mt) of alu-

&)

: " .
INVENTORY DRAWDOWN. Rapidly declining Chinese

1/85685/2026

copper stockpiles indicate resilient demand, with lower prices
typically triggering downstream restocking

minium capacity, or about
3.2 per cent of global output,
from the marker.

Manthey expects the
global aluminium market to
remain in a 1.8-mt deficit
this year. Supply disruptions
linked to the 3onﬂict have
already taken an estimated 3
mt production offfine.

“While the geopolitical
backdrop has improved, the
supply losses underpinning
this outlook ‘remain in
place,” she said.

11

Sunsirs said tightenin;
supply and stable deman
should copper prices on
an up trajectory in the
second half, although mac-
roeconomic and policy un-
certainties could influence
the pace of gains.

UP 7.5% YTD

ING expects copper pricesto
ease modestly in the third
and fourth quarters as the
boost from US tariff-driven
stockpiling fades and miac-

ep a floor under

'Limited downside seen for copper,
‘aluminium on strong fundamentals

. DEFICIT MARKET. Tight supplies caused by the Iran war are expected to ke the metals’ prices

roeconomic headwinds per-
sist. While a US rtariff an-
nouncement remains a
near-term upside risk, Wash-
ington did not unveil new
copper tariffs on June 30 as
widely anticipated.

. BMI said that even if US
President  Donald Trump
eventually imposes tariffs on
copper, any weakness would
likely be sentiment-driven
and short-lived.

“The outcome does not
materially alter our outlook,
leaving copper’s longer-term
supportive fundamentals in-
tact,” it said.

Copper is currently trad-
ing ‘around $13,300'a tonne
on the LME, up 7.5 per cent
year-to-date.

Sunsirs said rapidly de-
clining Chinese inventories
indicate resilient demand,
with lower prices typically
triggering downstream
restocking.

Manthey said a phased 15
per cent US tariff on copper

from January 1, 2027, would |

widen the COMEX premium
over the LME, lifting prices
onboth exchanges.
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The Aluminium Association
of India (AAI) has appealed
to the Prime Minister's Of-
fice to protect the domestic
aluminium industry from a
surge of low-qu alu-
minium scrap imports.

It said rising global pro-
tectionism had  left India
highly vulnerable, threaten-
ing the massive domestic in-
vestments and draining the
nation’s exchequer.

The domestic aluminium
industry is currently facing a
severe  “double-whammy”
scenario, due to rising im-
ports and declining access to
export markets. The AAI
urged for enhancing basic

BUSINESS LINE DATE:4/7/2026 P.NO.09

customs duty (BCD) to curb
the import surge.

NO QUALITY STANDARDS
Pointing out that the US had
hiked Section 232 national
security duties to 50 per
cent, the assocjation said the
EU is introducing the Car-
bon Border Adjustment

- Mechanism (CBAM), along-

12

1/85685/2026

side safeguard investiga-
tions, “Mexico has aggress-
ively hiked customs duties
on Chapter 76 up to 35 per
cent despite lacking primary
smelting capacity,” it said.
With developed econom-
ies such as the USand EU re-
structuring  regulations to
retain  high-quality scrap
while exporting low-grade
material (which have less
than 90 per cent aluminium
content), Malaysia and
China are curbing imports of
poor-quality aluminium
scrap,
“Due to the rising protec-
tionism by developed eco-
nomies, India is not just fa-
cing a major import threat

- from global aluminium sur-

plus capacities but is facing
imports of low-quality scrap

S

- P —

" Aluminium Association urges PMO to protect local

industry from surging low-quality scrap imports

due to absence of quality
standards,” said.
In a representation to the

PMO, the AAI sought to -

strengthen the domestic
market by imposing various
higher import duty. Imports
surged to 3.48 million tonnes
in FY26, resulting in a forex
outgo of over ¥88,400 crore,
It sought the publication
of the final standard
titled “Aluminium & Alu-
minium Alloy Scrap - Re-
quirements & Conditions of
Delivery”, This has been ap-
proved by NITI Aayog, BIS,
JNARDDC and the BIS
Working Group, to align In-

dia’s qbu;h;ty standards with |

global best practices and pre-

vent the import of low-qual- ’

/

ity aluminium scrap.
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Singapore: Aluminium poices
rose supported by a weaker
dollar and easing concerns
over an imminent US interest
rate hike following softer than
expected US jobs data.
Benchmark three-month
aluminium on the LME was up
105 per cent at $3,124 a tonne
by 0700 GMT. The most-traded
aluminium contract on the
Shanghal Futures Exchange
climbed 1.56 per cent to
22,840 yuan ($336923) a
tonne. The Yangshan copper
premium was at its highest
level since 2025 On the LME,
copper rose 0.59 per cent,
while on the SHFE it rose 067
per cent. Zinc gained 0.62 per
cent, lead gained (.64 per cent,
nickel rose 1.57 per cent and
rln'zocmed 238 per cent

13

THE TIMES OF INDIA
DATE:5/7/2026 P.NO.02
VED flags gaps
in
mineral rules

Tinves News Nerwonk

Nagpur: With govt Inviting

suggestions on the proposed

Mineral (Holdingnnd Inquiry
Appeal) Rules, 2026 the Vi
darbha Economic Develop-

: ment (VED) C has flag
i \ged Key Forgerns, sfying the
:draft Tacks 8 provision for is-
: sulnga warning before initia-
: ﬂnchIpemlty roceedings

and falls to provde Hr pro.
portionate penalties for mi

% nor violations.

The proposed penalties

i are nearly ten times higher

than those prescribed under
Mineral Conservation and
Development Rules, 2017, said
VED vice-president and m|

. ning expert B K Shukla. The

concerns were submitted 10

E minister of state Ashish Juls

wal on Saturday;,

VED president RIna Sinha
sald the organisation advoea
tes policies that promote ease
of doing business. She ndded
that VED has consistently en
poged with stakeholders and
the government on {ssues af-
fecting the mining sector and
has secured positive outeo
mes through similar inter
ventions in the past,

1/85685/2026
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ASHISH Jaiswal, Minister of
State, Government of
Maharashtra on Saturday
“assured all the mining industry
Btakeholders that he will per-
sonally look in to their issues
_under the Minerals (Manner of
‘Holding Inquiry and Appeal)

kulw,zozbmdsolvethemssues "

hile speaking at the Technical
Meet organised by the Vi bha
Economic Development (3§
“Council.
Jaiswal asked the mining
Jindustry stakeholders to submit
‘theircommentsand smesﬁom
for further scrutiny oftheir
“lems. Thechief guest Jais took
the time to attentively listen to
_thegenuine concerns of themin-
ing community. He emphasised
“that their feedback is not just
Neard but is essential, promis-

THE HITAVADA (CITY LINE) DATE:5/7/2026 P.NO.06

imster Ashish Jaiswal assures to
solve issues of mlnlng industry

Ashish Jaiswal, Mhbtor of State addmolng the gathoﬂng whilo
other dignltnﬂoa look on during the technical meet on Saturday.

ing that the Government is ded-
icated to reviewing these issues
to ensure the mining sector
remains fair, sustainable, and
' workable for everyone involved.
VED Council President Rina
Sinha said, “Our primary objec-
tive today is to cultivate a robust
and balanced regulatory frame-
work that empowers the indus-
try and actively drives sustain-
able ease of doing business."
Advocate Bhupesh Shukia,
Vice PresidentoftheV. EDCouncu

NAVBHARAT
DATE:2/7/2026 P.NO.03

/it st w 4

%mwa%

foeetr,  wettifrn wifidde
mmffmﬂqagﬁmn
‘mi*wga Y A F1 A

twi%zw&ﬂtﬁmﬁ
mm&fwmzw
zam ¥ ue fAw T S

TSTA R I 2R g8 w1, 7

14

and a noted Mineral Law
Consultant, provided a compre-
hensiveanalysisoft  chinicel
nuances within the Draft
Minerals (Manner of Holding
Inquiryand Appeal) Rules, 2026,

Ranjan  Sahai, Retired
Controller General of Indian
Bureau of Mines {IBM} and
Kundargi, Retired CMD of MOIL,
shared their insights on how
these legislative shifts might

affect day-to-day opemﬁowp

the ground,

Syl
v

1/85685/2026
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Times News NETWORK

: Nagpur: The Centre has no-
- tified the mineral exchange
. rules last week, paving the
way for starting country’s
first-ever exchanges for tra-
ding of ores, the direct out-
put of mines. Nagpur-based
Indian Bureau of Mines
(IBM) has been appointed as
the monitoring authority.
The plan is to initially
start with Schedule 1 mine-
rals like iron ore, bauxite or
even gold in itsraw form and
then expand, said sources.
IBM would seek offers
from interested entities ha-
ving plans to operate as re-
gistered exchanges, Even
the existing commodity bo-
urses like MCX or NDEX can
apply. The case would be put
up before the Centre for a fi-
nal approval. The process is
expected to be completed
within 90days, a source said.
Commodityexchanges in
the country deal with me-
tals, which are the processed
form. The new exchange wo-
ulddirectly deal in ore, infor-
med the sources.
The purpose of having
the exchange is to get a fair

..............................................

Govt notifies rules, IBM to

monitor mineral exchanges
MARKET REFORM

» MCX; NCDEX

among eligible

applicants

» Exchange

. trading to ensure
e transparent price

3 discovery

price discovery mechanism
for mineral ores. At present,
the rates are based on avera-
ge prices published by IBM
in its journal from time to ti-
me, Eventually, the rates de-
rived through the exchange
would be official, though ini-
tially it may not be mandato-
ry. saida source.

As per rules, the mineral

.exchange will have to main-

tain minimum net worth of
250 crore at any given point
of time, In case it falls, the
IBM has the right to seek a
writtenexplanation.
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The mineral exchanges
will have to submit the
monthly details of all the
transactions on its platform
toIBM, which shallalso keep
an eye on the activities to
prevent any market manipu-
lation, insider trading or
cartelisation. .

The rules also give IBM
the right to conduct any in-
vestigation in event of non-
compliance of any of the
obligationsor actslike mani-
pulation,cartelisation and
abuse of dominant position,
say therules,

1/85685/2026
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Tata Steel Plans 720K cr
CapeXx to Strengthen India
Business, Supply Chains

Outlay 38% higher in FY27; funds to go into infra,
value addition, new tech and long-term projects

Press Trustof india

New Delhi: Tata Stee] is looking to
spend around 20,000 crore as capex
in the currént figencial vear and a
major shareof it will be spent to sup-
port the India business, the compa-
ny's managementsaid.

The capex for the ongoing FY27 will
be around g%&h:eglher from 14,659
crorethat Tata has spent on ea-
pitdl expenditure in the preceding
202526 financial year, \

“In FY26, we spent 14,559 crore on
capitalexpenditure, and weplantoin.
crease this to approximately €20,000
crore in FY 2025-27, with 80% alloca-
ted to India,” said Tata Steel's CEO
and MD TV Narendran, and Koushik
Chatterjee, the company’s executive
directorand chief financial officer.

The management made the state-
ment in reply to a question related to
Tata Steel’s capex plans and long-
term growth strategy.

They said the capital allocation stra-
tegy for FY27 focuses on a balanced
mix of sustenance projects, ongoing
investments in valueadded down-
stream and infrastructure projects,
new ftechnologies, and long-term
growth projects, with a clear empha-
sisonIndia,

"INVESTING IN MINING'

“This includes expansions intinpla-
te and wires, the HRPGL (Hot Rolled
Pickling & Galvanising Line) facili-
ty at Tarapur; and the Coke Ovens
project at Jamshedpur, In addition,
we are continuing to invest in mi-
ning, a stronger supply chain and
sustainability of operations,” the
company officials said.

Tata Steel has a consolidated steel:
making capacity of more than 36
million tonnes per annum (MTPA)
— excluding the UK's 8.2 MT under
transition — in India (27.35MT), the
Netherlands (7 MT), and Thailand

(L7 MT) to cover South East Asian
ts.

The company aims to increase its
capacity to over 50 million tonne in
the long-term. The increase will be
mainly in India, wherethe company
is working on plans to add more
than12MT.

In India, the company owns and
operates an 11 MTPA steel plants at
Jamshedpur,and 1 MTPA at Gamha-
riain Jharkhand.

InOdisha’s Kalinganagar; the com-
pany has9 MTPA production capaci-
ty that includes Neelancha Ipsat Ni-
gam (NINL), which it had acquired
through the insolvency route,

Tata Steelalsooperates a 5.6 MTPA
plan in Odisha’s Meramandali.

With the expansion of capacities
and transition to low-emitting steel
making routes, the company aimsto
have 40 MTPA steel-making capaci-
ty inindia from present 27. 35 MTPA,
which includes the recently com-
missioned 0.75 MT electric are fur-
ndce inPunjab,

The company Is pursuing 4.8
MTPA Phase-1 expansion at NINL,
enhancing its presence in long-pro-
ducts segment and capitalising on
growth in infrastructure and retail
steel, It has also formed a strategic
partnership with Lloyds Metals &
Energy to develop the emerging
Gadchiroli iron ore hub and evalua-
te a phased greenfield steel capacity
of 6MTPA.
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Aluminium Industry
Divided Over Lifting
Custom Duties; PMO
to Take Final Call

Our Bureav

New Delhi: India’saluminium sector isadivi:
ded house, with recyclers urging the govern.
mentteabolisha2.5% importduty onalumini-
um serap, while primary producers push for
tighter guality controls on cheaper imports.
The dispute has now reached the Prime Mini-
ster's Office (PMO), which isexpected to takea
final call, said people familiar with the matter,
The government currently imposes 7.5% ba-
sic customs duty on primary aluminium and
2.5% onaluminium scrap. *
Recyclers say removal of the levy would lo-
wer input costs for downstream producers,
Primary producers, on the other hand, want
stringent quality checks to prevent cheaper
imports from flooding thedomestic market.
Inaletterto the PMO, the Aluminium Associ-
ation of India (AAI), a body of primary produ.

cers, has raised concerns abe«
= % rising ts‘iilbstandard scrap
The ports reatening more
all::l'y than Rs3lakh croreof planned
Imposes 7.5%  investments,
basiccustoms  “These Investments were ex-
dutyon pedited after the last basic cus-
primary tom’s duty enhancement from
aluminium 5% to 7.5% in fiscal 2014-15."
and 2.5% on the AAIsaid, The body said ca-
atuminium pacitymorethandoubledtod.2
scrap million tonnes per annum

(MTPA)-the largest globally
after China—from 2 million tonnes per annum
(MTPA)over the last decade,

Aluminium Secondary Manufacturers As-
sociation (ASMA), an industry body having
around 8,500 micro, small, and medium en-
terprises as members, with a processing ca-
pacity of 3.9 MT, is pushing for duty remo-
vals, besides the Material Recycling Associa-
tion of India (MRAI).

Dhawal Shah, senior vice president, MRAIJ,
said thetwosides recently held a joint meeting
with mines ministry officials,

“It was agreed by all that import duty on alumi-
nium serap should be removed,” said Shah, ad-
ding that India predominantly imports proces-
sed aluminium scrap. He claimed there is no re-
ported evidence from customs or other govern-
ment authorities indicating any major influx of
sub-standard material into the local market.

Primaryaluminiumaceountsforupto80% pro-
duction costs for downstream manufacturers,
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Auction of Nine Critical
Mineral Blocks Scrapped

New Dethi: The government has eancelled the auction
of nine critical and strategic mineral blocks, citing poor
investor response and lack of qualified bidders. These
blocks were puton the block intheseventh round of sale.
The development comes as a setback to the govern-
ment’s efforts to ramp up domestic exploration and pro-
duction of critical minerals that are central to the coun:
try's push for energy security, ¢lean-tech manufacturing
and cuttingdown dependence on hnports.
It also reflécts the challenge of drawing private invest-
ment into riskier mineral assets, where tech-

nical complexities, higher capital costs and
regulatory uncertainties tend to dampen bid-

dtngimerpst
government had cancelled several criti-
S indsire gic mnerax.}ﬂ & auctions in the previous
rounds as well-11 ockgee sixth round, five in the
fifth, 11 in the fourth in the third, 14 in the Second
and 13 in the first
“Since thers were nil bids... the auction propess for.. two
mineralblocks stands annulled, "the mines ministry said
in a notice. The two blocks-Majhawli Pitanium, Vanadi-
ﬁ and Al&xmnous Laterite Block and RAMB Degana
ngsten, Associated
Madhvawmﬁ‘ﬂﬁjmﬂﬁfi,mgom
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Tata Steel aims to spend 120 000 cr on expansmn

NEw DeLs1

Tata Steel is looking to
spend around Rs 20,000
crore as capex in the
current financial year
and a major share of it
will be spent to support
the India business, the
company's - manage-
ment said.

The capex for the on-
going FY27 will be
around 38 per cent
higher from Rs 14,559
crore that Tata Steel has
spent on capital expen-
diture in the

2025-26 financial year..

“In FY26, we spent
Rs 14,559 crore on cap-
ital expenditure, and we

plan to lncmease this to
approximately Rs 20,000
crore in FY 202627, with
60 per cent allocated to
India,” said Tata Steel’s
CEO & MD T V Naren-
dran, and Koushik

tterjee, the compa-

hy %ecutive Director

& Chief Financial Of-
ficer.

#  This includes
expansions in tinplate
and wires, the HRPGL

it (Hot Rolled Pickling &

Galvanising Line) facility at
Tarapur, and the Coke Ovens
project at Jamshedpur. In
addition, we are continuing to
invest in mining, a stronger
supply chain and sustainability of
operations.” — Tata Steal
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Centre scraps auction of
9 critical mineral blocks

NEW DELHI, July § (PTI)

THE Government has cancelled the
auction of nine critical and strategic
mineral blocks, citing poor investor
response and lack of qualified bidders.
These blocks were put on the block in
the seventh round of sale.

The development comes as a set-
back te the Govern gnt's efforts to
ramp updomestic ationand pro-
duction "of critical minerals that are
central to the country’s push for ener-

of drawing private investment into riski-
ermineral assets, wheretechnical com-
plexities, higher capital costs and reg-
ulatory uncertainties tend to dampen
bidding interest,

The Government had cancelled sev-
eral critical and strategic mineral block
auctions in the previous rounds as
wellll blocks in the sixth round, five
in the fifth, 11 in the fourth, three in

20

ecurity, clean-tech manufactt L
| mﬁ ﬁ?ﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬁm“

the third, 14 in the second and 13 in
the first tranche.

“Since there were nil bids The auc-
tion process for Two mineral blocks
stands annulled,” the Mines Ministry
said in a notice,

The two blocks Majhauli Titanium,
Vanadium and Aluminous Laterite
Block and RAMB Degana Tungsten,
Lithium and Associated Mineral Block

«arein Madhga Pradesh and Rajasthan,

the notice said. It further said the auc-
tion process of seven other mineral

. » Dlocks

: 2d,as there were less
mﬁi‘?&'&?ﬁ&ﬁy‘.@m«n bid- |
‘ders. “Since there were less than three

technically qualified bidders,

These sevenblocks Nawara-Nawadih
Glauconite Block, Tipa Glauconite
Block, Shahpur Glauconite Block,
Sapher{ Vanadium bearing

Magnetitellmenite Block, Gurur
Glauconite Block, Karahibhadar
Glauconite Block and Naringpanga
(South) Graphite Block are in Bihar,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha.

1/85685/2026
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for a resumption of supp-
liesﬁ*omtbe Middle East

Middie
duction to fall to 4,44 mil
lion tons this year, down
35% from last year They
expect to see the sluminl
um market deficit at

celate January and at the-
ir lowestsince September
2022. Cancelled warrants

deliveryat16% show anot-
her 48,950 tons are due to

possibility of mrifrsonus
imports of . Tra-

¥ onh'npomhavebeenslnp-
- ping metal to the US since
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New Devmt

India has significantly ex-
panded its global outreach
to secure supplies of critical
- minerals and strengthen
semiconductor  supply
chains, signing partner-
ships with 24 countries
while holding negotiations
with 11 others over the past
two years, The initiative
forms part of the govern.
ment's broader strategy to
reduce dependence on con-
centrated supply sources
and ensure long-term access
to minerals essential for
clean energy, electric ve-
hicles (EVs), advanced man-
ufacturing, defence, and
semiconductor production.
According to the Mini-

spanning North America,

of Mines, Indiahas de-
::fydpedmmenbtwo:kd e

“India partners with 35
countries to secure
critical minerals supply

Europe, Africa, West Asia,
Central Asia, Southeast
Asia, and Australia.

The approach extends
beyond sourcing raw ma-
terials and includes cooper-
ation in mineral explora-
tion, mining, processing,
technology transfer, invest-
ment, and resilient supply
chains,

India has already estab-
lished cooperation frame-
works with countries in-
cluding the United States,
Canada, the United King-
dom, Germany, France,
Italy, the Netherlands,
Japan, Australia, Brazil, Ar-
gentina, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Ghana,
Namibia, Saii Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Is-
rael, ) Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Malawi, and
Russia, ang ™ et

22
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Critical minerals, port & BrahMos
deals: MOdI, Prabowo step up ties

PM: India Stands
For Growth, Not
Expansionism

Sachin.Parashar@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India and Asean gi-
ant Indonesia signed over a doz-
en agreements in key areas like
maritime security, eritical min.
erals and defence, including ma-
Jjor contracts for supply of Brah-
Mos supersonic cruise missile
system and Astra air-to-air mis-
siles to Indonesia, while reaf-
firming their commitment to
jointly developing the strategic
Sabang port overlooking the en-
trancetothe Strait of Malacea.
The agreements followed PM
Narendra Modi's meeting with
Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto which, Modi said,
marked a golden chapter in ties
that would have a positive influ-
ence on the 2Ist-century world
and humanity at large.
Cognisant of the southeast
Asian country’s close ties with

PM Modi shares a light moment with Indonesian President Prabowo Sublanto
as Vice President Gibran Rakabuming Raka (Centre) looks on

Palestine, Modisaid inhismedia
remarks India “steadfastly” sup-
ports a 2-state solution, Address-
ing the Indonesian Parliament
later, healsosaid Indiastandsfor
growth, not expansionism.
Prabowo backed joint develop-
mentof the SabangPortin Aceh—
located barely 100 nautical miles
from India’s southernmost Indira
Point in the Great Nicobar Island
— a8 a strategic link between the
two countries, which India sees as
4 key element of shared interests
in the Indo-Pacific that the two
sides agreed towork on in 2018,

23

Both leaders recognised in a
joint statement thataprojectlike
Sabang — spanning cruise and

marine-tourism facilities, mari-

time industries (ship-repair and
shipbuilding), and shore-based
services supporting offshoreen-
ergy activities in the Andaman
Sea — would foster links be-
tween Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands (AND)and Sumatra.

Modi announced that the In-
dian and Indonesian Coast
Guards will work closely to en-
sure maritime safetyand securi-
ty inthe Indian Ocean.

Indonésia first
foreign customer
of Astra air missile

New Delhi: In a boost for ‘Made-
in-India’ weapons, Indonesia
has become the first foreign cus-
tomer of the country's highly-
advanced beyond-visual-range
air-to-airmissile(BVRAAM) As-
tra’, developed by DRDO, reports
Surendra Singh.

The pact on Astra air-to-air
missile in presence of PM Modi
and President Prabowo Subian-
to in JakartaissignificantforIn-
dia’s defence manufacturing in-
dustry as this missile, unlike In-
do-Russian joint venture Brah-
Mos, has been indigenously
developed and manufactured
withoutany foreign help.

The Astra deal was finalised
through a pact between state-
run Bharat Dynamics Ltd and
Indonesian defence holding
company Republikorp. Astra,
like BrahMos, had plaved a key
roleduring Operation Sindoor.
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Excess mining
of ‘murum’ in
Hinganghat
under scanner
Milind Ande | Tan
Wardha: Allegations of lar-
ge-scale illegal murum mi-

ning have surfaced from Vela
and Sawali Wagh area in

Hinganghat taluka, where ex- :

cavation is claimed to have ex-

ceeded the revenue depart-

ment permitted quantity of
5,500 brass.

The excavation site is loca-
ted in survey No. 161, and mea-
sures 4.17 hectares, As per lo-
cal talathi, murum extracted
from the site was used for Ve-
la-Mandgaon road project.

Hingaghat tehsildar Yo-
gesh Shinde said the company

engaged in the activity was

granted permissiontoexcava-
te approximately 5,000 brass
of murum. However, villagers
allege that nearly 25,000 brass
wasexcavated,

The company has violated

the mandatory norms which

require a minimum distance |

of 50 metres from wells and
main roads, allege the villa-
gers. With monsoon picking
up pace, the mining site also
poses safety risk,

Shinde additionally clari-

fied thatall theallegations we-
re investigated and an ETS
measurement was carried
out. He added panchanama

has been submitted to district

mining officer and investiga-

tion report has been sent to |

the mining department.

BUSINESS LINE DATE:9/7/2026 P.NO.08

Retain shorts in copper

e=ran
Akhil Nallamuthu

bi. researeh bureau

Copper futures (X1,280/kg)
have seen some appreciation
for nearly two weeks now,
But the overall picture ap-
pears bearish, and the recent
upswing is likely to be
temporary.

COMMODITY
CALL.

The July futures started a
recovery on the back of sup-
port at ¥1,240,

Now trading at ¥1,280, the
contract faces a strong bar-
rier at ¥1,300, where the 21-
day  moving  average
coincides.

Since the broader trend is
weak, we expect copper fu-
tures to resume the decline
anywhere within the ¥1,280-
1,300 price region. Once the
downtrend restarts, copper
futures can decline to
1,230,

However, if the contract
breaks out of ¥1,300, the out-
look could turn positive, In

24

Return 43.3% (perikg)

———— 150

this scenario, the price could
rise to ¥1,340. A breakout of
{1,340 could lift the contract
to¥1,365.

Overall, as it stands, the
outlook remains weak and |

copper futures could witness
another leg of a fall.

TRADE STRATEGY

Last week, we recommended
selling copper futures if the
price rises to ¥1,275. Parti-
cipants who initiated this
trade can retain it. But
modify the stop-loss from
$1,30010%1,310.

When the contract drops
to ¥1,245, revise the stop-
loss to ¥1,265. Book profits
atx1,230.

1/85685/2026



D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ 1/85685/2026

BUSINESS STANDARD DATE:9/7/2026 P.NO.06

25



D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ

THE HITAVADA DATE:10/7/2026 P.NO.01

Inaia-Aus seal pacts across nuclear, maritim

MELBOURNE, July 9 (PT1)

INDIA and Australia on Thursday sealed

| araft of landmark pacts spanning civil

nuclear energy, maritime security and crit-
ical minerals sectors, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Australian coun-
terpart Anthony Albanese reinforced the
vital role of the bilateral partnership in
ensuring a peaceful Indo-Pacific,

The agreementon civil nucleareicgy
to facilitate the commercial supply of ura-
nium from Australia to India to fuel New
Delhi’s nuclear power prujectswhenear
ly 12 years after the two countriés inked
a historic civil nuclear cooperation pact.

In another

Prime Minister Narendra Modi duringa |  significant
Joint press conference with his Australian  decision,
counterpart Anthony Albanese, In India and
Melbourne, Australia. (PT) Australia

decided to

work expeditiouslyto firm up the proposed
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement as well as a bilateral invest-
ment profection framework,
Ajointdeclarationon defence and secu-
rity cooperation, a maritime security col-
laboratian roadmap, a jointstatement on
magys«mﬂtyandawii;btqbcr
critical technologies supply chains
were an; g 18 paus signed followlng
Wo plime

isters. M described as unpamlleled'
theoutc fromhistalkswith Albanese,
especially in areas of renewable energy,
climate @ction, nuclear energy, critical

minerals, technology and education.
The agreements sealed at the summit
also included one between the Indian
Coast Gard (ICG) and the Maritime
Border Command(MBC) of Australiaand
itwill pravide cooperation in the fields of
(Contd on page 5)

PM Modi inspects a Guard of Honour during a ceremonial welcome
at Government House, in Melbourne, Australia. (PTI)

26
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Isaimedat

ronment,

itime border protection. main
fens
work ¢ in shipbuilding,
ship repair and maintenance.
Modi landed in Australia The
from Indonesia on the second
legofhis three-nation tour that
boosting trade, ener-
and defence tles against the
ackdrop of an increasingly
fract geopolitical envi-

Under the provisions of the
energy security framework,

India-Aus seal pacts across...

maritime law enforcement,’
domain awareness, and mar-  strengthen energy security by
a stable, secure
and rellable supply of coal,

diesel, other liquid fuels and

also vowed to
natural gas.

tion In the

India and Australla vowed to

maritime
roadmap provides for defence
andsecurity collaboration with
a long-term perspective to
enhance collective strength
besides de?enlng coopera-
efence industrial
sector to oo-dwelor military
hardware and bulld supply
chain resillence, ’

security

Si

MED:

W Staff Reporter

REINFORCING its commitment
to sustainable mining and busi-
ness diversification, Western
Coalfields Limited (WCL) signed
its fourth memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with the
Maharashtra Bamboo

Development Board (MBDB),
Nagpur for undertaking com-
mercial bamboo plantation over
28 hectaresat DhuptalaOpencast
Mine, Ballarpur Area.

The MoU was signed by Dr
HemantSharad CMDand
- Director (Tec )y WCL and

gén Mo

Rishikesh Ranjan, Managing

- Director, MBDB, in the presence

of Bikram Ghosh, Director
(Finance) and Director (HR); S S
Paranjape, Director (Technical)
{Projects & Planning), WCL.
With this agreement, the
cumulative area under commer-
clal bamboo plantation in WCL
has § 121 hectares, fol-
lowing the successful imple-
mentation of projects at
Makardhokra-11l OCM (30.635
hectares), Amalgamated Inder
Kamptee OCM (43,0 hectares),
and Sasti OCM (19.75 hectares).
| The ‘Dhuptala p:ojecg envis-

27
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oo plantation

ages plantation over 28 hectares,
comprising 26 hectares of com-
mercial bamboo and 2 hectares
of indigenous species such as
Jamun and Arjun, with a total of
31,108 plants. WCL will invest
approximately Rs 2.57 crore dur-
ing the initial five years, while
MBDBwill undertake plantation,
maintenance, harvesting, mar-
keting and sale of bamboo
through a transparent process.

" 'The 15-year project is expect-

ed to achieve payback by the 8th
year. Under the revenue-sharing
model, WCL will receive 85 per
centofthenetprofit, whileMBDB
will receive 15 per cent as facili-
tation charges.

The signing of the fourth MoU
further strengthens the partner-
lhls between WCL and MBDB
and underscores WCLs commit-
ment to transforming reclaimed
mining land into productive
greenassetswhile promotingsus-
tainable development and envi-

~ronmental stewardship,.
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i administrative
i ments for long-term supply
i of uranium to India — top-
: ped the agenda of the 3rd In-
¢ dia-Australia annual sum-
i mitinMelbourne.

Talks On Eco Ties

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

tical technology, supp-

I )efence and security, cri-
ly chain resilience and

i energy security cooperation

— including finalisation of
arrange-

PM Narendra Modi and

¢ his counterpart Anthony Al
: banese also agreed to fast
i track ongoing talks for a ba-
i lancedandambitiouscompre-
¢ hensive economic coopera-
: tionagreementandabilateral
: investment treaty.

Invoking a cricketing ana-

| logy, Modi said India-Austra:
lia bilateral agenda was as fo-

India & Oz unlock ‘PACTS’ to

boost def ties, uranium supply

. Modi & Albanese <[
Agree To Fast-Track

PM Modi with his Australian counterpart Anthony Albanese during a
community évent at Docklands Stadium in Melbourne Thursday

cused as a one-day match, de
cisions fast like T20 and part.
nership long and deep like a
testmatch. thel8outco-
mes that were announced, the-
rewasajointdeclarationonde
fence and security cooperation
for interoperability of forces
and defence industrial collabo-
ration, and a maritime securi-
ty collaboration roadmap.
India and Australia also

launched a Partnership for
Cyber, Critical Technologies,
Supply Chains (PACTS) to
support national and regional
security, promote collabora-
tion to make eritical supply
chains more resilient, and
strengthen collaboration in
critical technologies, cyberse-
curity, and digital resilience.

P Support for NSG bid, P 10

....................................... R L A

THE TIMES OF INDIA DATE:10/7/2026 P.NO.10

“ Australia reiterates support

for India’s bid to enter NSG

» Continued from P 1

n his media statement,
[PM Modi said PACTS

would facilitate critical
minerals cooperation vital
for strategic security and
clean energy transition, and
that both sides would work
together on a critical miner-
al corridor.

Among the major take-
aways was the operationali-
sation of the 2014 India-Aus-
tralia Civil Nuclear Agree-

ment for uranium supply to
India. “This will... give fresh
monientum to our ﬂmn ‘en-

ergy objectives)” said the
prime minister,
While reiterating support

for India’s Nuciear Suppliers
Group (NSG) membership
bid, a joint statement said the
agreement would enable
long-term Australian urani-
um exports to India for exclu-
sively peaceful purposes and
under [AEA safeguards.
Foreign secretary Vik-

28

rawm Misrisaid it was impor-
tant to have reporting proce-
dures and protocols that
would satisfy both sides.
Modi welcomed the open-
ingof Australian university
campuses in India, saying it
had added a new chapter to
the knowledge partnership.
Amid concerns over the re-
ported delay in the process-
ing of student visas, Alba-
nesestressed that Indian stu-
dents were valued members
of Australian classrooms.
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CISF seizes over 428

tonnes of illegal coal
in Jharkhand, Bengal

In intensified crackdown, authorities take control of vehicles, equipment

being used for illegal mining: 4 FIRs registered, legal action to be initiated

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

tions against illegal

Coal milling. the Cell'
tral Industrial Security
Force has in the past four
days recovered over 428
metric tonne of coal being
transported illegally in
Jharkhand and West Ben-
gal, a CISF official said on
Thi

l ntensifying its opera-

In line with the govern-
ment’s “zero coal leakage”
initiative, the CISF has
stepped up enforcement
against illegal coal mining,
theft, unauthorised stor-
age and transportation un-
der the provisions of the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-

lopment and Regulation)

Act, 1957 (MMDR Act), the
official added.

Boosting transparency
The CISF has launched in-
telligence-driven opera-

tions in coordination with
Coal India subsidiaries, lo-
cal police and district ad-

»

District authorities, the police and Coal India subsidiaries will

coordinate to safeguard mineral resources. REUTERS

ministration to safeguard
national mineral resources
and strengthen transpa-
rency in the coal sector.
“Between July 4 and 8,
2026, CISF conducted
coordinated  operations
across the coalfields of
Bharat Coking Coal Limit-
ed (BCCL), Eastern Coal-
fields Limited (ECL) and
Central Coalfields Limited
(CCL) in Jharkhand and
West Bengal. The opera-
tions resulted in the recov-
ery of 428.34 metric tonne
of illegally mined, stored

29

or transported coal, regis-
tration of four First Infor-
mation Reports (FIR), sei-
zure of one Hyva truck and
more than 13 motorcycles
and other equipment used
in illegal mining and tran-
sportation, besides appre-
hension of offenders and
initiation of legal proceed-
ings under the MMDR Act,”
the official added.

The enforcement drive
covered several vulnerable
mining belts and coal tran-
sportation corridors in
both States.
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NMDC slashes iron ore lump

prices by 3250 a tonne

NMDC has reduced iron ore prices by ¥250 a
tonne for Baila Lump and by ¥150 for the same
quantity of Baila Fines effective July 10. The new,
per tonne prices have been set at 25,450 for Baila
Lump and ¥4,700 for Baila Fines and are freight
on road/rail (FOR) prices exclusive of royalty,
DMF, NMEDT, cess, forest permit fee, transit fee,
GST, environmental cess and other taxes, the
company said on Friday. The latest revision is the
fourth in as many months this fiscal.

THE TIMES OF INDIA DATE:11/7/2026 P.NO.04
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Tinves News Ncrwomc

Nagpur: City-based public
sector undertaking Western
Coalfields Limited(WCL)has
received five-star ratings for
seven of its mines, the hig-
hest number secured by any
company under the ministry
of coal.

The ratings are awarded
by the ministry based on an
assessment of best mining
practices, with safety and en-
vironmental managementas
evaluation criteria.

The ministry assesses pa-
rameters such as safety prac-
tices, environmental mana-
gement, land reclamation, re
habilitation, adoption of mo-
dern technology,

occupational health and safe-

ty, statutory compliance, cor-
porate social responsibility
andoperationalefficiency As
per WCL, the ratings serveas

> Nandgaon Incline

> Saoner Mine No. 1

> saoner Mine No. 2

5 STAR OPEN CAST (OC) MINES

> Makardhokda-1'

> Mungoli

> Dinesh/MKD - Il

=

a benchmark for promoting
responsible mining and enco-
uraging continuous improve-
ment across the coal sector.
WCL chairman-cam-ma-
naging director Hemant Pan-
de said, “These ratings vali-
date our efforts to maintain
the highest standards of safe-
ty, environmental stewanrd-
shipandoperational efficien-
cy. The seven five-star-rated
mines have demonstrated ex-
ceptional performance

acrossall parameters.”

The mines awarded five-
star ratings are Patansaongi,
Saoner No, 1and Saoner No. 2
underground mines in the
Nagpurarea, Makardhokda-1
and Dinesh (MKD:III) open-
cast mines in theUmred area;
Mungoli opencast mine in
Wani; and Nandgaon Incline
underground mine in the
Chandrapurarea.

Inaddition, 25 WCL mines
received four-star ratings,
while 15 have secured three-
starratings.

30
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Hindustan Copper

tio ofbur__’

appoints advisors for
- Chile mine acquisition

State-run Hindustan Copper Ltd (HCL) has
Wmnmmmbw
posed acquisi pp ,mhmln
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WCL gets 5-Star ratlng for seven mines

R Business Reporter

Wll?%:l: Coalfields I.!mlte'd"' ]
(WCL) has achieved the presti- -
gious 5-Star rating for seven
mines, the highestamongall coal
companieulnthecountry.hnhe
Isr;'um Ministry of g:ﬁle”t;d
e o or the
financial year 2024-25.
This achievemem is a testa- -
ment to WCLs excellent work Opencast Mine - were
culture and unwavering com- awarded with 5-Star rating by
mlunemtothehlgheamndards theMlnistryofCoanﬂxesamc

t en m 12 e bomﬁwnti- rating ‘
mlglng. ‘mines have been given a 3-

WCLNagpmAummaongi Staéo rating.

dcryomdmhe.ﬂ:mmnpm tulatingon this remark-
region ' Nandgaon e able mmmt. Chairman-
Underground Mine, NagpurArea  cum-M Director, WCL
SavnerMinesNo. 1 underground DrHemant Pandey, said,

mine and Savner Mines No. 2  “It is a matter of immense pride
underground mine, Umredarea for WCL that our mines have
Makardhokra - 1 opencast mine  received the highest 5-Star rat-
and Dinesh 7 MKD- 111 the country. This achieve-

e collective

‘opencast
mine, and Vani Area Mungoli ment is a result o

31

- dedication, hard work and pro-

fessional excellence of our
employees, officersandall stake-
holders. Safe and responsible
mmhxghonrwppdorig:gga

our continued efforts to main-
tain the highest standards of safe-
ty,environmental protection and
operational excellence, In the
future too, we will continue to
contribute to the energy securi-

ty of the country by

modern technologies, innova-

tions and sustainable mining

practices.”
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CISF rééovers 428 tonnes of coal in

Jharkhand, West Be

ngal cra

ckdown

~* . ‘_ -

SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES. The CISF targeted
vuinerable mining beits and coal transportation corridors in its
enforcement drive, aided by technology like drones

Ecktictn, Lo, 1
t on, ap-
chension of offenders and
nitiation of legal -
under the R Act,”
ghcgi’inumm
vulnerable mining beits and
coal transportation cor-
ridors in its enforcement
drive, which was aided by use
of technology like drones,
At BCCL, Dhanbad, the
CISF carried out intelli-
raids in Katras,
'no W (K‘f'
gil), Kustore, Sijua, Jealgora,
Barora, Govindpur and
NTST areas. Acting on spe-
cific  intelligence Inputs,
drone Jance and field
verification, the CISF re-
covered 319.54 tonnes of il
legally stored coal, seized a
coal-laden truck and mul-
tiple motorcycles used for il-
legal and ini-
tiated action under the
MMDR Act.

33

At ECL Sheetalpur, the
force said, operations were
conducted in  Rajmahal,

weighbridges,  transporta-
tion documents and stat-
utc:z production and dis-
patch records. These actions
resulted in the recovery of
8593 tonnes of
mined and stocked
seizure of vehicles used in il-
legal and ap-
prehension of trespassers.
Preventive  Inspections
also confirmed compliance
at several operational loca-
tions, reinforcing transpar-
and accountability in
movement.

It also covered CCL Pipar-
war and Kargali, recovering

13.62 tonnes and 9,25 tonnes
of illegally extracted coal.
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B@chllng body MRAI urges Govt to remove
2.5 per cent duty on aluminium scrap

mz mcydlng industry urged the
Government to abolish the 2.5 per cent

duty on aluminium scrap to promote
the circular economy,

The duty rem will help lower
input costs for recyclers and down-

omped‘gw u:l‘obaﬂy" ;ndM n?:l
c ve , the Mate
Association of India (MRAI)
sald. The country remains dependent
onimported aluminium scrap to meet
industrial demand, it noted.

In a letter to the Prime Minister's
Dffice (PMO), the body requested to
abolish the existing 2.5 per cent
basic customs duty (BCD) on alu-
minium scrap.

* “Indiacurrently depends onimports
to meet nearly B0-85 per cent of its alu-
minium scrap requirement,” it said.

J uninterrupted access to
imported scrap is indispensable for
sustaining domestic manufacturing
and the growth of the recycling
industry.

MRAI highlighted that India's sec-
ondary aluminium production has

from 0.85 million tonnes in FY16
to nearly 2.2 million tonnes in FY26
md now accounts for around 35 per

cent of the country's aluminium con-
sumption,

The sector supports nearly seven
lakh jobs directly and indirectly, with

women comp almost 46 per cent
of ﬂ\e skilled workforce engaged in
tion and procesain

Ptesl ent Sanjay Mehta
“Ramovtng the 2.5 per cent Basic
Customs Duty on aluminium scrap will
strengthen thousands of MSMEs, gen-
erate employment, improve resource
security, enhance the competitiveness
of downstream manufacturing, and
support the circular economy”,

He said aluminium scrap should be
recognised as astrategicindustrial raw
material rather than treated as waste.

MRAI also pointed out that alu-
minium scrap remains the only major
base metal scrap that continues to
attract iImport duty in India, whereas
copper, zincand lead scrap have already
been exempted.

The body said countries such as
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan
and South Korea permit duty-free
imports of aluminium scrap, giving
their recycling industries a significant
cost advantage.
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AUS‘I‘RAI.IA OVERCOMES RESERVATIONS

How India, Australia

Clinched Uranium Deal

New Delhi & Canberra
have worked out an
acceptable formula

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

New Delhi: India and Australia
have, through a pragmatic app-
roach, wi out a mutually
acceptable and beneficial for-
mula under which Canberra
will start supplying uraninom
for India's nuclear power
plants, overcoming its earlier
reservations about India’s civi
lian nuclear programme.

Australia, desp
India-Australia’ Civil Nuclear
Agreement in 2014, had reserva-
tions over the use of uraniumso-
urced from the country despite
assurances from New Delhi,

However, India stood its gro-
und and Informed Australia
that it follows a standard fram-
ework under which it reportsto
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) the use of the
entire quantity of uranium so-
urced from abroad for its nucle-
ar power plants, highly placed
sourcestold ET.

Now. New Delhl and Canberra
have negotiated a mutually ac-
ceptable formula that would sa.

signing the

JAEA SAFEGUARDS
Indiamainta-
insabsolute
|AEA safegu-
ardsonalluranium
imports, as per people
familiar withthe issue

tisfy Australia's requirements
on IAEA safeguards while re-
maining consistent with India's
approach to its civilian nuclear
programme, which isapplied to

35

all suppller countries, inclu-
ding Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbe-
kistan and Canada, among
otheérs, sources said. India ma-
lmalns absolute TAEA safegu-
ards on all urantum purchased
from abroad, according to peo-
ple familiar with the issue.

Last Thursday, India and Aust-
ralia, followingtheirthird annu-
al summit in Melbourne, anno-
unced the finalisation of the Ad-
ministrative Arrangement of
the Indin-Australia Civil Nucle-
ar Agreement, This operationa-
lises the Indis-Australia Civil
Nuclear Agreement signed In
2014 and enables the supply of ur-
anfum from Australiato India.
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Centre bolstering SCCL, says Kishan Reddy

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Union Minister for Coal
and Mines G. Kishan Reddy
on Monday expressed con-
cern over the declining re-
venues of the Singareni
Collieries Company Limit-
ed (SCCL) and the steady
fall in its workforce, which
has dropped from nearly
70,000 employees to
about 40,000 over the
years. He noted that more
than 30,000 contract
workers also depend on
the company for their
livelihood.

Highlighting . the
Centre's support for the
SCCL, Mr. Reddy said the
Modi government had ta-

sustain coal production for
another 40 to 50 years and
generate substantial addi-
tional revenue for SCCL,
“The Tadicherla-1I block is
the only coal block in the

country allotted to a public

sector coal cgm;xmy with-
out an auction,” he said.
The Union Minister was

ken a ‘special initiative’ to  addressing coal miners on
allocate the highly valuable  the first day of his two-day
Tadicherla-II coal block to  visit to coal mining areas in
the public sector company, and around Kothagudem.

which has the potential to

State BJP president N.

ment to release the pend-

ing funds immediately, in-

stead of limiting itself to
and assurances,

“The funds due to the

Ramchander Rao, party earlier allotted the Naini
Legislature Party leader A.  coal block to SCCL in res-
Maheshwar Reddy, Maha-  ponse to concerns over

bubnagar MP D.K. Aruna
and other party leaders ac-
companied him.

Mr. Reddy accused both

" the previous BRS govern-

ment and the current Con-
gress government of failing
to clear dues owed to
SCCL, which he claimed
had accumulated to
around 54,000 crore. He
urged the State govern-

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DATE:15/7/2026 P.NO.01

clining production
and the shrinking work-
force. He alleged that the
previous BRS government

‘failed to participate effec-

tively in coal block auc-
tions and had also created
hurdles in securing the
Naini block. However, the
project was later fast-
tracked to begin coal pro-
duction, he claimed.

Yogima Seth
New Delhi: India is ot

tion,

mining
wlnnmmmmwtwm um
lopment to ux?nﬂu its conversion

production,
::rvum limited g:nlum resour-
aware development
FI'.OAMWWN
after consultations
including the ministries of powerand

MMMS\d the world's

38

Pvt Sector may get Thorium Acces

Centre aims to bolster critical mineral supply chains, deepen nuclear power capacity

with around 13 mil-
Mnndm
Tamil

. z:vduoooumndbooctdomumm
“t ‘thenuclear fuel,

The FY27 budget provided for setting
upaf dedicated rare earth corridors,
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+ PPRY G Kale, Chief Controller of Mines,
+ Indian Buerau of Mines (IBM) was
« installed as Chairman of the Executive
- Committee of Nagpur chapter of the
» Mining Engineers' Association of India
+ (MEAI) at an installation ceremony
« held as partof the annual general body
- meeting (AGM) held at Hotel Centre
+ Point, Ramdaspeth, on Sunday.

' D N Bhargava, and C S Gundewar,
- former Controller Generals, IBM were
* present asguest of honour for the pro-
: gramme. The election proceedings
+ were conducted by S KAdhikari, Chief
' Mining Geologist, IBM, who also
: served as Returning Officer during
 ‘election process of new executive com-
' mittee for the term 2026-28.

;= The new executive committee also
tinclude Rajesh Bhattacharya, Chief
;General Manager, MOIL, as Vice

b |} |

ive committee of MEAI, Nagpur chapter.

S —

( ) R

et

Newly elected execut

1/85685/2026

Dr Y G Kale installed as President of
MEAI, Nagpur chapter for 2026-28 term

W Staff Reporter | || ;

of Mines and OIC, IBM, as Secretary;
Arun Chachane, Assistant Controller
of Mines, IBM, as Joint Secretary; and
A D Selokar, Mineral Economist (1),
IBM, as Treasurer. The team also
include Dr Y B Katapatal, Dr Anand
Sangode, Subhashish Bose, Prashant
Lokhande, and B K Shukla as execu-
tivernembers.

The committee also nominated C $
Gundewar, H R Kalihari, and Dr 1 L
Muthreja, as Special Invitees for the
committee. R C Sanodia, the imme-

diate PastVice Chairman will serve as
the Ex-Officio Member of the
Committee.

DrY G Kale, inhisaddress expressed
confidence that MEAI will conntinue
to contribute constructively to the
development of mining sector and
policy formation. G Ram, also
addressed the gathering.

Sakshi Gupta, Assistant Mining
Engineer; and Atul Brice, JuniorMining
Geologist, compered the programme,
while G Ram proposeda vote of thanks.

tLChalrman; G Ram, Deputy Controller
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I 2s. (Vacancy No. 26060725427) One vacancy for the post of Assistant
Administrative Officer in Indian Bureau of Mines, Ministry of Mines (UR-01)
(PWBD-01*). *The vacancy isexclusively. ‘reserved for candidates belonging to
category of persons with benchmark disability (PwBD). PAY SCALE: Level- 07
in the Pay Matrix as per 7th CPC. AGE: 30 years for UR.

6. (Vacancy No. 26060726227) Four vacancies for the post of Assistant
Chemist in Indian Bureau of Mines, Ministry of Mines (UR-01, EWS-01, OBC-
02). PAY SCALE: Level-07 in the Pay Matrix as per 7th CPC. AGE: 30 years

 for UR/EWS and 33 years for OBC. .
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